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Og T he title page and index of vol. seven, new se- 
ries, or volume /ifly-seven of the entire series, and 
which closed with the Ist March, 1840, was for- 
warded to the subscribers to Nirxes’ NATIONAL 
RecisTer, by the mails which preceded the one 
that conveys this number, 

Thus the task which the present proprietor of 
the work found before him when he assumed its 
editorial duties, has at length been completed. The 
whole of the numbers which fell in arrears during 
the prior suspension of its publication, have been 
printed and carefully forwarded by mail, as well as 
the title page and indexes of the three preceding 
volumes—Vols. 5, 6, and 7, (new series), all of 
which had been allowed to fall in arrears. 

To accomplish this, in addition to the duties of is- 
suing the current numbers, required a quantum of la- 
bor, bodily and mental, which few people would 








heretofore accompanying the work. Instead of com- 
plicating, by making sub-indexes of several of the 
peace articles, such as congress, &c., which we 

ave always considered as objectionable, we have 
adopted the simple form of asingle index. Confident 
that much of the value of a RecisteR depends upon 
its having an ample, comprehensive, and conveni- 
ent index, we have made this by far more so than 
any of the preceding indexes of the work. No in- 
dex heretofore has occupied more thau siz, and ma- 
ny of the volumes not more than two or three pages. 
Much of the contents of the volume in such case 
must of course have been omitted from the index, and 
much that was init, was not by any means sufficiently 
explicit: we have devoted sixteen pages to the index 
of this volume just completed: every article is re- 
ferred to under some appropriate designation, and 
the whole work is thereby rendered available to 
every capacity for reference. 

Itis very desirable now that all the volumes should 
be made up and bound, for preservation, so that we 
may not have calls hereafter to supply deficient 
numbers beyond the first of March last. We in- 
vite particular attention to this, before we shall our- 
selves bind up the numbers on hand, after which it 
may not be in our power tu supply them. 


FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

British force in the Canadas. The United Ser- 
vice Journal, published in London, enumerates the 
British troops stationed in the Canadas, on the Ist 
March, 1840, as follows: 

Ist regiment dragoon guards; 7th do. hussars; 
2d battalion grenadier guards; 2d do. coldstream; 
do.; 2d do. Ist foot; 8th regiment foot; 11th do. do.; 
22d do. do.; 15th do. do.; 24th do. do.; 23d do. do.; 
34th do. do.; 36th do. do.; 37th do. do.; 43d do. do.; 
56th do. do.; at Jamaica, ordered to America 65th 
do. do.; 66th do. do.; 67th do. do.; 69th do. do.; 71st 
do. do.; 73d do. do.; 83d do. do.; 85th do. do.; 93d 
do.do. The strength of the regiments of the guards 
may be estimated at 1,000 each. 

The regiments of foot, of which there are twen- 
ty, are each 800 strong. This would constitute a 
force of about 20,000 men. 

Commerce in Great Britain in 1790, and 1837 and 
1838. In the year 1790 this country employed 
15,051 vessels with a tonnage of 1,460,000. The 
value of exports amounted to £18,544,205 and the 
value of the imports was equal to 17,783,572/. On 
31st December, 1837, the country employed 26,037 
vessels, with atonnage equal to 3,791,018 of tons, 
while their crews amounted to 173,506 men. The 
number of vessels employed in foreign trade, exclu- 
sive of those in ballast or engaged in the coasting 
trade was inwards 12,252 witha tonnage of 2,346,300 





and if we take the average postage at one shilling 
and sixpence, we have 2,250/. per diem, or 821,250]. 
et annum, nearly three millions and a halfof dollars. 
ow the franking is abolished this will be at an end, 
and the post office revenue will be advantaged 
thereby. , 

The alterations respecting foreign letters are 
very unfair, as the English public will have very 
little benefit by them, the postage rates remaining 
much as before. The new plan is to pay the cap- 
tains of ships a reduced rate for the papers and let- 
ters they bring. The old plan was to pay them 
one penny for each bundle of papers, and two pence 
for each letter they brought to the post office. In- 
stead of this, the public are charged eight pence 
(as before) for each newspaper—the captain hav- 
ing one penny for each parcel, which might cor- 
tain 20 papers. Now, the captain will have only 
half a crown for every hundred letters or papers. 
This is a very shabby reduction, involving a dead 
loss of $3 40 on every 100 letters he brings over. 

(NV. Y. Star. 

Great increase in the British navy. There is no 
subject of more vital importance to this country, 
or one that is more sensitively felt by all ranks and 
condition of men, than the state of the British navy. 
The excitement which has been exhibited upon it, 
both in and out of parliament, for the last twelve 
months, has been of the most feverish description; 
the daily press have been, morning and evening, 
and without distinction of party, lamenting the de- 
graded position of the navy, and fiercely demand- 
ing an increase to the force, and a more efficient 
system of manning it; pamphlets by scores have 
been hurled at the heads of the navy commission- 
ers, reiterating such accusations and insisting that 
something should be immediately done; and motion 
succeeded motion, inboth the lords and commons, 
full of indignant remonstrance with the ministry, 
and expressing a firm, resolute and undaunted de- 
tertnination to make the flag which had “braved 








the battle and the breeze,” as much respecied, re- 
vered and dreaded, as it was during the days of the 
immortal Nelson. All these onslaughts have not 
been without effect, and the governinent have at 
last seen the necessity of no longer either despising 
or disregarding public opinion. On the 21st, Mr. 


Moore O’Ferrall, the secretary of the admirality, 
moved the navy estimates for the present year, in a 


speech which was described by the Tory Herald 
as ‘‘neat, mild and 
speech inust be deeply interesting to you and your 
readers, together with the discussion which follow- 
ed it, ] shall endeavor to give you a summary of 
the contents of the one, and the most important 
portions of extracts from the other. 


entlemanly,” and as this 


It appears that in 1839 there were 224 ships in 
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imagine. It is finished however, and the editor} and outwards 10,614 vessels with a tonnage of| commission, and on the Ist of January, 1840, they 
congratulates his subscribers as well as himself,| 1,861,121. The official value of the exports in| had increased to 239. The amount of excess last 
upon its accomplishment. This renders available | 1S38 amounted to 105,170,5497. and the imports to| year over the estimates of the previous year, was 
the volumes which have heretofore been measurably | 61,268,320/. The number of vessels employed be- | 385,000/.—this year it is 461,000/. On the first of 
useless for want of a ready means of reference. tween Great Britain and Ireland, was 16,347, with| January, 1,211 men were in the navy who were 

Many of the difficulties incident to this double | a tonnage of 1,585,624; and in carrying on the rest| not rated for by the house—the committee were 
publication however, arose from the heavy addi-| of our coasting trade, 122,443 vessels were engaged | therefore asked for an increase of 1,000 more. 
tional expenses to which it subjected us, and the| with a tonnage of 9,315,563. 50,000/. are required for the provisions. The in- 
payments of which, to some extent, have yet [Sir T. Cochran’s speech on state of the navy. {crease in wagesof the dock yard artificers was 
in these exceedingly embarrassing times to be en-| Penny postage. The penny postage is in full} 2,857/. and for the year, 60,000/. were wanting for 
countered. Under such circumstances, the editar operation in England, and every one is pleased with | them, with the exception of 10,000/. which is to 
feels authorised to say to such of the subscribers to| it. So far as the present appearances shew, the | be devoted to the new steam manufacture at Wool- 
the Register as are now in arrears for the two vo-| reduced rate of postage will cause a great lossto| wich. 800 extra men are to be sent into the yards 
lumes just completed, that is, from the Ist March, | the revenue for a time. But the increased consump-|as shipwrights, making a total of 8,391, and their 
1839, (to which period his purchase of the estab-| tion of paper will contribute to the excise reve- numbers are to be increased. Two ships of the 
lishment extended back), to the Ist March, 1840,]| nue, (as paper is a taxed article), and jn a few| line, first class, are to be forthwith laid down, and 
that they would confer an especial favor upon the| years the revenug fram letters will probably be as|to be followed by others. so as to, keep up “the 
editor, and an essential service upon the establish-| great as it was before the change. On the average building of a class.of ships commensuzate with 
ment, by remitting by mail, at least the five dollars | we dare say, that every one will write four letters} those,.employed, by foreign powers.” The increase 
now in arrears for that period. To them individually | for every one he has heretofore written. Franking} in the foreign, dock yards is 9001, caused by send- 
the sum is trifling; to the editor the aggregate con-| is wholly abglished much tg the grief of certain|ing engineers for the repair of steamers at Malta 
stitutes his means of conducting the work. ; peers and M. P’s, who thought that to scrawl their | and Jamaica, and.for the ‘payment of a naval build- 

Remittances for any period in advance, will be | names on the gover of a letter was one of the chief| er in India, where it is proposed to. construct large 
gratefully acknowledged and promptly Teceipted| ends of being legislators! The prime minister| ships, and to convey home in them the frames.of 
for, remittances for periods in arrear prior to the| himseJf can neither send nor receive a free letter.| men of war.’ The increase for naval stores is 
Ist March, 1839, will be promptly paid over to the | There were ahout 1,200 persons qualified to send | 136,000{, ‘Timber is increased in. the yards to the: 
persons entitled thereto, according to whatever di-| and receive free letters. ‘They could send ten and | greatest necessary extent, and “the whole estab- 
rections may be given, and properly reeeipted for. | receive fifteen daily, The privilege was used in| |lishments. are to be in such a state as to be ready 








are required to allow such receipts to be sent free 
of postage. 

It will be seen, on examining the index to the 
volume just completed and forwarded, that we have 


deviated in one respect from the form of indexes 


Vou. VIII.—Sic. 9, 


' According to the post office regulations, postmasters | most cases to the utmost limit. About 200 of the 


1,209 could frank any number and weight of let- 
ters, so that on the whole the daily average of 25 
may be taken for the whole.—This gives 30,000 
free letters per diem, (nine-tenths of which were 





double and treble, as the frank covered an ounce),. 








for any emergency.” ‘The. excess in works and 
improvements, over. last year, amounts to.83,0001.. 


which is required to put the dock yards in an effi- 


cient state. A large store house for machinery is: 
to be erected at Woolwich, which is.to cost 20,0002; 
A. building is to. be constructed for the- manufaec- 
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ture of fuel, as recommended by Mr. Banks, who; 
proposes to make it from coal dust and coal tar, 
- which will keep steamers one-third longer at sea, 
and will be a saving of 40 percent. This fuel is 
one-half more efficient than Newcastle coal, and 
one-fifth more than Newport coal. 5001. is want- 
ing for making cement at Sherness, and 4,000/, to 
keep the harbor clear at Chatham. At Pembroke, 
two new slips for building vessels of the first class 
are to be made. 5,000/. are to be applied to the 
steam packets on the Liverpool station, and 5,7001. 
to the Aberdeen packets. The Halifax line will 
take 75,0002, for nine months. In the naval and 
marine pensions there is a decrease of 34,7121. On 


the whole the amount required for the service of| g 


this year is 5,659,051/.—including 9,000 royal ma- 
rines. 

Sir George Clark admitted that the sum required 
was enormous, but felt compelled to vote forit. He 
complained bitterly against the system of sending 
vessels to sea without a proper complement of men, 
and declared that ministers had not a single ship of 
war, at the present moment, at their disposal. Lord 
Ingestrie followed in a similar strain, and observed 
that ‘one of the most lamentable features in the 
present state of affairs as regarded the navy, was 
the abandonment of this country for America by 
all the best sailors. Captain Marryat stated that 
fully one half of every American ship were picked 
seainen, and his (lord I’s.) own observation con- 
firmed the statement.”? Sir Thomas Cochrane, the 
tory member for Ipswich, said that the government 
could not throw out of its consideration “such coun- 
tries as Russia and the United States. Let them 
remember the delicate relations with the United 
States. Had not the American president stated to 
congress that he had entreated the state of Maine 
to use moderation, but if any acts of aggression 
were committed they must, at all hazards, go to 
their assistance. And he asked fora vote of money 
on that ground. The house knew very well that 
the insolence of democracies rose in proportion to 


their knowledge of the weakness of their antagonist; | P 


and if they were called on to relinquish one inch of 
territory which they had claimed, nothing but a 
complete consciousness that we could in a few weeks 
send against them some thousands of men, and car- 
ry war into the heart of their country, would pre- 
vent them from maintaining their claim by force of 
arms. If they saw that we were as powerless as 
we really were, and that it would take months be- 
fore we could send oat an efficient force, they would 
not hesitate to insult that weakness and enforce 
their unjust demands. If we were called upon to 
send out a force upon any emergency, and that force 
were wanted in May, they were not in a state to 
send a force to America this year.” This part of 
sir Thomas’s speech, conceived in a bad spirit, and 
uttered in a tone of bitter malignancy, was treated 
by the ministry with, and I think very properly, 
silent contempt. Lord Palmerston was very tri- 
umphant in repelling every accusation brought 
against him, and when sir Robert Peel replied to 
him he left kimself so completely open, that his 
lordship rejoined in regular smashing style, and 
maintained that “never was this country so truly 
efficient and powerful, should a war arise to-mor- 
row, as at the moment when he had the honor to 
address the house.” The grant was ultimately 
agreed to, Mr. Hume having in vain attempted to 
get up a successful opposition. Last night the 
house of commons went intoa committee of supply 
on the same subject, and sir T’. Cochrane wished to 
know what ships were building, and the state of 
their progress, but the secretary to the admiralty 
declined to furnish the required information pub- 
licly, though he intimated his readiness to explain 
any thing to the honorable baronet, if he would call 
at the admiralty. This answer has induced many 
to believe that ministers are increasing the navy to 
a greater extent than they wish to be known, or 
that such secrecy is only a cloak for their feeble- 
ness. Many members complained with much truth 
against the system of manning the navy and send- 
ing ships to sea without their full complement of 
men, and declared that should a sudden war arise, 
either with France or the United States, the British 
navy would then be severely punished for the reck- 
Jess indifference of the government. All the de- 
bates or discussions, however, that have taken place 
touching the navy, exhibit the jealous regard en- 
tertained for this right arm of British power, and 
the rigid determination of men of all parties to have 
it in a condition to enable England, if such a neces- 
sity should ever arise, to compete with the whole 
world. { Correspondent N. Y. Jour. Com. 
FRANCE. 

The Tribunal Commerce ( Vide le Commerce ) an- 
nounced during the month ot nee gf sixty-seven 
failures in the city of Paris alone. The excess of 
the joint liabilities over all the property assigned 


amounted to five millions of france. One firm 
alone remains a defaulter to the snug little amount 
of 1,800,000 frances, another to the amount of 
half a million, and nine others te the amount of 
10,000 francs. In the month of January sixty 
failures were announced, not averaging less than 
five millions of dollars! What a nice thing a 
purely metallic currency is! And what a nice place 
Paris is for a pure currency man like Swartwout 
lo live in. 

The following statistical notes of the industry of 
France are given in the Journal General: 

In 1819, the quantity of merchandise conveyed 
in French vessels was only 726,000,000  kilo- 
rammes. In the year 1838 it was 1,206,966,000. In 
1819, the duties upon public carriages amounted to 
only 3,101,358 francs; in 1838 they were 6,200,000 
francs. The amount of machinery exported in 
1820 was only 216,500 francs; in 1838, it was 
3,980,607 francs. In 1818, there was only suffi- 
cient cotton machinery in France to spin 16,014,217 
kilogrammes of cotton in a year, but in 1838 it had 
so increased that 51 millions were spun. 

Population of Paris. The following account is 

iven by one of the journals of the population of 

aris, with the number of indigent persons in each 
arrondisemeut: 

Ist arrondisement 82,758 of whom 3,599 indigent 








2d 90,292 2,646 

3d 57,059 2,406 

4th 50,123 3,121 

5th 82,234 4,699 

6th 94,108 6,936 

7th 68,407 3,936 

8th 82,094 9,938 

9th 71,750 4,924 

10th 89,173 5,073 
11th 58,767 3,896 
12th 82,361 11,357 
Total, 909,126 62,359 


Being one indigent person, (viz: receiving sup- 
ort from a bureau de Bienfaisance), to about four- 
teen of the general population. ‘The total popula- 
tion is taken from the last census, exclusive of fo- 
reigners and soldiers; but since that time the num- 
ber has been much increased. 

Suffrage in France. France contains 33 mil- 
lions of people, and has 200,000 voters. No man 
can vote who does not pay 200 francs annual tax.— 
There are now tbree parties opposed to this system. 
One goes for universal suffrage, but the delegates 
to be chosen by electors. A second is for a mode- 
rate extension of the right, and a third contends for 
universal suffrage without any restriction. 

BELGIUM. 

Belgian rail road. There were at the beginning 
of 1839, ten rail roads in Belgium already opened, 
costing in their construction the average amount of 
$41,300 per mile. They are as follows: 

From Brussels to Malines, op’nd in 1835, extend’g 13 ms. 

‘* MalinestoAntwerp, “ 1836, “ 15 * 


** Malinesto'lermonde, “ 1837, ‘* 161-2 
** MalinestoLouvain, “ 1837, “ 15 “ 
*“ Louvain to Tirlemont, “ 1837, “ 11 * 
“ 'TermondetoGhent, “ 1837, “ 19 * 
‘“ Tirlent to Waremme, “© 1838, “ 17 “ 
“ ‘Waremme to Ans, eo, Se ee F,, 
** Ghent to Bruges . a. oe 
“ Bruges to Ostend, a... 4 ae 


HOLLAND. 

Claim to property in Holland, In the Dutch 
weekly journal Vanhet Regt we find an article 
which states, that a very iinportant action has been 
commenced against the public treasury, requiring 
the restitution to the right of heirs of the tortune 
left by lieutenat general Theobald Metzger Von 
Weibnom, governor of Breda, who died at the 
Hague on the 23d of February, 1691, and whose 
fortune amounts to about 20,000,000 of florins. His 
next heirs, dispersed over Germany, France and 
Switzerland, were not acquainted with the state of 
the affairs till 1835, and the wealthy deceased had 
made a will, the notice to the heirs having been 
published only in two papers, appearing in Holland 
and in the Dutch language, though the Stadtholder, 
William III. expressly ordered that the publication 
should be made in all parts of the world, and in the 
principal journals. The heirs to whom he be- 
queathed his property never heard of it, and their 
descendants did not obtain a copy of the will till 
1835. Having since that time in vain tried by va- 
rious means to enforce their rights, they have now 
had recourse to an action at law, and demand the 
fortune of the said Theobold Metzger Von Weib- 
nom from the Netherlands treasury, to which Wil- 
liam III. delivered it after the death of the owner. 

AUSTRIA, 

The national debt of Austria is somewhere be- 
tween filty and sixty millions sterling; the yearly 
charge for the interest and a sinkiug-fund about 





four millions and a half. The incom e is about thir- 


teen millions, thus leaving eight millions and 
half of available revenue, which is supposed to fall 
short of the actual expenditure by nearly two mil 
lions, hitherto raised by loans. Of the gross reve. 
nue, about £4,700,000 is raised by direct taxes 
on houses, land, income and inheritance; about 
£4,200,000 by indirect taxes; three or four thou. 
sand pounds by lotteries; and more than two mil- 
lions and a half by monopolies in salt, tobacco and 
gunpowder. - American, 

CHINA. 
Late from Canton. Theship Providence, at New 
York from Canton, brings intelligence that a new 
edict has been issued by Lin, the commissioner 
prohibiting the introduction of British manufactures, 
even in American vessels, Teas were coming down 
slowly. 

EGYPT. 
A paragraph in the Washington Globe, derived 
we presume from an Official source, states that the 
pasha is inflexibly determined not to yield to the 
arrangement proposed by the European powers.— 
He asserts that the demands which he has inade 
pon the sultan for his hereditary possession in his 
family of Syria, Candia, Arabia, and Egypt, are 
just; and that it is not a question in which Chris. 
tian powers should interfere. He will occupy the 
position which he has’ assumed, and await the at. 
tacks of the combined powers. They will be com. 
pelled to blockade the ports of Egypt, Syria, and 
those of the Red sea. This must interfere with the 
interests of neutral commerce. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

Two missionaries eaten by savages. Through the 
kindness of a gentleman in the city, we are per- 
mitted to rag an extract from a letter just re. 
ceived by him, containing the heart rending intel- 
ligence that two missionaries in New Zealand have 
shared the fate of Lyman and Munson! 

Sidney, N. S. Wales, Dec. 1st, 1889. 

«The missionary brig “Camden” left Upolu the 
day before our ship sailed, and arrived here last 
evening, bringing news that two of the wissiona- 
ries who sailed in her, during a visit to the Island 
of Ewomango, one of the New Hebrides, were kill- 
ed and eaten by the natives. 

They were Messrs. Williams and Harris: I knew 
them both at Upolu—Mr. Williams quite intimate- 
ly; he was a very highly intelligent gentlemanly 
man, one of the most indefatigable of all Christian 
missionaries. He is the author of a very valuable 
work on the South Sea Islands; a third gentleman, 
not a missionary, Mr. Cunningham, who was with 
them at the time, escaped by flight, and I have the 
painful intelligence from his own lips. Mr. Harris 
was in ill health and could not make his escape, 
while Mr. Williams was rather advanced in life. 

Mr. Cunningham, who heard the war cry raised, 
turned and saw Mr. Harris pursued by the savages; 
in an instant after, he saw him fall, pierced through 
with many spears. Mr. C. then urged Mr. Wil- 
liams to run for the boat which was at some dis- 
tance. The latter misunderstood him, and ran into 
the water to swim off to the brig. but was overtaken 
and-murdered. Mr. C. with difficulty reached the 
boat, and made his escape. 

These unfortunate missionaries weren sent by 
the London missionary society, and the vessel spo- 
ken of in the letter was the one employed in the 
service. [N. Y. Observer. 

WEST INDIES. 

From Barbadoes. We yesterday received Bar- 
badoes papers up to the 11th ult, but find nothing 
in thein of moment. 

In the house of assembly, on the 10th, a bill 

passed in committee of the whole, laying a tax of 
three pence in the gallon upon all ruin 2d proof, 
and half pence per gallou for every degree over 
proof, of all rum and other distilled liquors sold or 
bartered on the island. The bill imposes a fine of 
£50 upon the treasurer in all cases of non-perform- 
ance of duty. 
The Trinidad correspondent of the Liberal says 
that the most active preparations are in progress 
there to receive sir Henry McLecd and lavish ex- 
penditures are made for the purpose {[N. Y. Sun. 
From Demarura. We are indebted to Mr. Wil- 
liam Kellog, who came passenger in the brig Pinta, 
from Demarara, for Georgetown papers as late as the 
16th March. They agree in stating that there is a 
great want of a middling classin the colony, and 
strongly advocate the introduction of emigrants from 
Ireland and Scotland. The Guiana Times says:— 
“Nothing but a rapid and large influx of emigrants 
into the country can save it from the most serious 
evils, or, more correctly speaking, from entire 
1uin.” 

On the Sth ult. two delegates from the United 
States, who arrived at Demarara in January, sailed 
for Grenada. Their object was to ascertain the ad- 





vantages of British Guiana and Trinidad, compat- 
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ed with those of the United States, or the free set- 
tlement of Liberia, as a place of residence for their 
persecuted brethren, The sum £1,500 had been 
remitted by the emigration society to New York, 
for the purpose of securing as many as possible olf 
the persons in question. 

One hundred and sixty emigrants arrived at De- 
marara from the Ist to the 16th March. The in- 
dustrious habits of the new-comers, it was supposed 
would have a good effect upon the mass of the la- 
boring population, who had evinced much laziness 
and fickleness in their employ ments. 

[ Hartford Courant. 
SOUTH AMERICA. 

Latest from the Pacific. ‘The ship Congress, capt. 
Waterman, arrived yesterday in a very short pas- 
sage from the Pacific, having left Valparaiso Feb. 
Ath, and Coquimbo, Feb. 13th. 

She brings a cargo worth about $300,000, includ- 
ing $138,000 in specie to Howland & Aspinwall. 
We have been favored with the following extract 
of a letter dated 

Valparaiso, Feb. 3, 1840. 

We have had a large number of arrivals from 
England, France and Spain. During the month of 
January, no less than 70 vessels of all descriptions 
entered this port, mostly however from round Cape 
Horn, and the southward, goods, as yet have not 
fallen much; merely because there has been little 
or no business doing; but the stocks of European 
goods, and particularly British, are very heavy, and 
when there is a demand for the lee coast, which 
will create competition, goods must fall very con- 
siderably. There is a fair prospect of British goods 
being sold before long as low as they can be ob- 
tained at home. 

The United States frizate Columbia, commodore 
Read, and the John Adams, arrived here a few days 
since from the Sandwich Islands. Both vessels 
will sail in about a week for Callao, and from 
thence will proceed to the United States. The 
Falmouth will sail from Callao about the 13th 
March for this port, where she will remain about 
ten days, and then return to the United States. 

CHILI AND PERU. 

Letters from Valparaiso to the 22d January, have 
been received in this city per ship Congress, which 
states that the country remained in a state of tran- 
quility, and as yet no order had been issued for the 
withdrawing of the government troops under gene- 
ral Gamarra from Peru—on the contrary, that Ga- 
marra bad so intimidated the people by his recent 
overt acts, interference and dictation in their elec- 
tive franchise, that the election in Peru had gone in 
favor ef his party, while no doubt existed in the 
minds of all intelligent men, that more than three- 
fourths of the whole population were decidedly 
against his administration. This, connected with 
his avewed hostility to all foreigners, had rendered 
him obnoxious to the people, who, although jaded 
by their frequent revolutions, were still rife for ano- 
ther, aud were awaiting with anxiety for an oppor- 
tunity to rid themselves of this foul usurper. 

His excellency general Pedro Bermudez, who was 
severely wounded in the last revolution, has had his 
arm amputated, and will retire from public service 
and this country to Central America. This distin- 
guished individual is well known as a gentleman 
and a sincere friend to foreigners, and especially to 
Americans. He has occupied many situations of 
responsibility in this government, under the vari- 
ous administrations of Lamer, Orbegoso, Santa 
Cruz and Gamarra, in all of which, during the most 
trying times, he has ever proved himself a friend 
and decided patriot in the cause of Peru—in fact, 
$0 rare are such disinterested, such noble hearted 
individuals among our South American republics, 
that we consider him our second Talleyrand, and 
his departure from his “natal soil’? will cause a va- 
cuum we know not how to fill—we had most con- 
fidently hoped, the solicitations of his friends would 
have had some avail, and although crippled in his 
[we his mind remains unimpaired, and he would 

ave consented to have remained in his native coun- 
try, whereby we could have availed ourselves of his 
talents, to extricate us from the labarynths of trou- 
ble we have been so unfortunately placed in. 

Santa Cruz is still living at Quito, upon the bor. 
ders of Peru, watching with intense anxiety, every 
movement, both in Peru and Bolivia— the latter hav- 
ing already arisen in his favor. 

The commercial prospects in Chili were by no 
means flattering; the imports of flour from the U. 
States promise no profit to the owners, and the 
price is merely nominal—domestics were lower than 
ever known, aad would not bring cost and charges. 





Sugars—tbe import from the United States had been 
limited; but since the Peruvian war was over, very 
arge supplies had arrived from Lambyaque, and 
Central America, which had caused the consump: | 
tion of refined American sugars to decline. British | 





goods had declined to about the sterling cost in 
England—the market was over-stocked, and a do- 
zen inore vessels daily looked for from England and 
France. 

MEXICO. 

The schr. Byron, capt. Pearsall, arrived last night 
from Metamoras, which place she left on the 14th 
April, bringing the confirmation of the defeat of 
the federalists on the first April, by the centralists. 
The battle was fought at Lerado. The federalists 
had two hundred men killed, one hundred and filty 
wounded, and one hundred and seventy made pri- 
soners. General Zapata being made a prisoner was 
shortly after shot, and his head sent to Garara as an 
example. 

The Byron had on board 21,170 dollars in specie, 
consigned to Messrs. Thomas Hall, and Schmidt, 
Werner & Co. [New Orleans Bee. 

TEXAS. 

The arrival from Texas yesterday of the steam 
packet Neptune, brings intelligence of the defeat of 
the federalists, near Nice, ou the Rio Grande; their 
retreat with great loss to San Antonio, in Texas, 
and the pursuit by an army of fifteen hundred cen- 
tralists, supposed to be within aday’s march of San 
Avtonio. Whether the centralists under Arista, 
contemplate an invasion of Texas, is not yet ascer- 
tained. 

The Houston papers express the opinion, that 
the only object of the movement was the capture of 
the defeated enemy, and that no idea of taking pos- 
session of any part of Texas ever entered into the 
plans of the centralist general. 

The last accounts from San Antonio, state, that 
the messenger sent to the Cumanches, after the 
slaughter of their chiefs, had not returned, although 
sufficient time had elapsed. It was apprehended 
they would murder their prisoners by way of reta- 
liation. The conduct of these Indians is represent- 
ed to be exceedingly treacherous—so much so as to 
place them beyond the pale of civilized warfare.— 
Unless they sue for peace, and make atonement for 
the past, the Texans threaten to hunt them down 
like savage beasts of prey, and declare a war of ex- 
termination. Provoked as the whites have been by 
the cruelties of the Indians, committed upon de. 
fenceless women and children, it is not to be won- 
dered at if their feeling are wrought to a pitch of 
exasperation, that seem extravagant to those ata 
distance. [N. O. Bulletin. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate. Charles S. 
Wallach, of the state of Ohio, to be consul of the 
United States for the port of Matagorda, in the re- 
public of Texas, in the place of John A. Monges, 
deceased. 

Aloysious Thompson, surveyor and inspector of 
the revenue at Llewellensburg, Md. vice H. G. 8S. 
Key, resigned. 

Henry D. Peira, naval officer at New Orleans, 
Louisiana, froin the 14th of April, 1840, when his 
late commission expired. 





EDUCATION CONVENTION. The national conven- 
tion to consider the subject of education in the U. 
States, is to meet at Washington on the 6th of May 
next. Those interested in the important subjects 
there to be discussed should not forget to appoint 
delegates in time. Colleges, lyceuims, pnblic bo- 
dies connected with institutions for education, and 
meetings called for the purpose by the friends of 
education, are entitled to be represented in the con- 
vention. 


Pusiitc LAND SALES. We copy the following 
from a late Burlington Gazette an adininistration 
paper. The people abroad may judge some thing 
of the impositions of the government upon the set- 
tlers when even the organ of the party is thus forced 
to adinit it: 


The sales of the public lands in this district, an- 
thorised by the president’s proclamation to com- 
mence on Monday last, has thus far progressed with 
the most perfect order and decorum. During the 
first four days upwards of $76,000 were received 
$60,000 of which, we learn, was in specie. Taking 
this receipt as data—and we believe it to be a fair 
one—the gross amount of the receipts at the end of 
the second sales will fall little short of halfa million 
of dollars. 


A number of small capitalists are present ask- 
ing and receiving, as heretofore, extortionary rates 
of interest for the use of their money fora shurt 
period.—The great body, of our settlers, we are 
sincerely gratified to learn, are prepared to pay the 
governinent the pric of their lands; and such as 
are not, will, we supp ose, even have to submit to a 


heavy shave, rather than permit the lands made 





valuable by the work of their own hands to lie ex- 
posed to private entry after the sale. 

In connexion with this subject we give the annex- 
ed letter from the secretary of the treasury to our 
delegate, touching a postponement of the sale. 

Treasury department, February 11, 1840. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledze the receipt 
of your letter of the 10th inst. inclosing another pe- 
tition for the postponement of the land sales. 

I have to inform you, in reply, that I have confer- 
red with the president on this subject, and such is the 
great pressure on the treasury for money, that he 
does not feel justified in directing any more post- 
ponements of sales until other means are provided 
by congress to meet the public exigencies and pre- 
serve the national faith. 

Under any other circumstances, it would afford 
us both great pleasure to postpone again such parts 
of the land as the petitioners do not desire to have 
sold. I have the honor to be, very respectfully 
your obedient servant, LEVI WOODBURY, 

Secretury of the treasury. 

Hon. W. W. Chapman. 

The land sales at this city closed on Monday 
morning to the general satisfaction of the settlers. 
The amount received was $41,666. Only about half 
the land occupied by settlers was disposed of, they 
preferring to run the risk of competition from the 
heartless land speculator to paying exhorbitant in- 
terest. Their course was a proper one, and if jus- 
tice has its sway, a perfectly safe one. 

[ Chicugo Democrat of March 17. 

The Iowa Gazette of the 4th ult. notices the close 
of the land sales at Burlington, and states that the 
whole amount received during the sales amounted 
to three hundred and fifty seven thousand five hun- 
dred dollars—of this, $255,000 was in silver, and 
$55,000 in gold. 

FoRTIFICATION AT SOLLERS’ POINT FLATS. In 
the list of appropriations included in the estimates 
subinitted by the war department for the year 1840, 
is an item of $25,000 for beginning a fortification at 
Sollers’ point flats in the Patapsco. 

THE OREGON TERRITORY. The following is a 
copy of a joint resolution reported in the senate, 
some days ago, by Mr. Linn, trom a select commit- 
tee, and which is now-upon the orders of the day 
in that body, awaiting its turn for consideration: 
Joint resol:ition to authorise the adoption of measures 

for the occupation and settlement of the territory 

of Oregon. 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That the title of the United States to the territory of 
Oregon is certain and will not be abandoned. 

That the president of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorised to take immediate measures 
to have the boundaries of the United States on the 
Pacific frontier ascertained and fixed, and in the 
mean time to take such measures as may be neces- 
sary to protect the persons and property of our 
citizens residing or trading in the territory of Ore- 

on. 

That the president of the United States is hereby 
authorised to cause to be erected at suitable places 
and distances a line of military posts from Fort Lea- 
venworth to the Rocky Mountains, for the better 
protection and encouragement of the Indian trade, 
and for the preservation of peace between the whites 
and Indians. 

That, as soon as the boundaries of the Oregon 
territory are indisputably determined, one thousand 
acres of land shali be granted to every white male 
inhabitant of said territory, of the age of eighteen 
years and upwards, who shall cultivate and use the 
same for five consecutive years, or to his heir or heirs 
at law, if such there be. 

That the president is hereby authorised to sppant 
an additional Indian agent, whose duty it shall be 
(uider his direction and control) to superintend the 
interests of the United States with any or every In- 
dian tribe west of any agency now established by 
law. 

That the sum of dollars be appropriated 
out of auy money in the treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, to carry into effect the foregoing resolu- 
tion. 





DuTy ON SALTPETRE. The comptroller of the 
treasury, Mr. J. N. Barker, bas issued a circular to 
the collectors of different ports in the United States 
by which a new interpretation is given to the tariff 
law of 1832, in reference to the duty on saltpetre.— 
The act specifies crude saltpetre as exeinpt from du- 
ty; the refined article is liable to a specific duty of 
three cents per pound. By the direction of the 
comptroller, the saltpetre of commerce, such as. is 





usually brought in bags from India, is to be consi- 
| dered as neither crude nor refined, but a substance 
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midway between, and therefore not falling under produced so as to yield a fair remuneration at 21-2 Thus the northwest angle of Nova Scotia was taken a 
any special act, but included in the general classifi- | and 3 cents. Under these circumstances, it is de- | from the river and placed on the highlands, which ; oa 
cation of articles which are subject to an ad valorem | clared that the heavy investments in the sugar busi- | are described in the proclamation as they are inthe ff tof 
duty of twelve and a half per cent. ness which have been made in Louisiana would | treaty of 1783, to be the highlands which dividethe rea 
his distinction is of recent date. For fifty years | never have taken place had not a continuance of | waters which run into the St. Lawrence from those 
the ordinary saltpetre of commerce has been regard- | protection been relied on. It is further urged that which fall into the sea. ¢ 
ed as coming under the designation of crude. An| while a protective duty would enable this languish- These boundaries were established in 1774 by act 
article in the Boston Daily Advertiser, contends | ing interest to revive again in the state, the aban-|of parliament. They were also recognised in every sh 
that re saltpetre, in the estimation of the law, | donment of the culture, under the present low du- | commission of the governors of the several provin- i 
is such as is prepared by the process of crystalliza- | ties, would not operate to diminish the current prices | ces who have presided over them from that day to fe 
tion, frequently repeated, until the substance be-| of the commodity. In other words, under a protec-| this. The west line of Nova Scotia, (now New re 
comes fit for use in the manufacture of gunpowder. | tive duty, the prices would be no higher than they | Brunswick), is in all official papers, and upon all fae 
All other kinds are reckoned crude, and as such | would be if no protection were extended. This is | maps, aline due north from the St. Croix to the . 
should be, as hitherto, exempt from duty. The| shown by a table of prices from 1830 to 1839, both | highland, and the northwest angle of Nova Scotia foti 
comptroller states as the reason for his late decision, { inclusive, from which it appears that the cost of|is the point of intersection of these lines. the 
that in the preparation of the ordinary saltpetre a| production in the West Indies has been no criterion] Thus it is plain that the provincial west line of 
ortion of the earthy substance in which it is found, | of the selling price, which has always risen in pro- | Nova Scotia.bas been well known since 1621, and ° 
is removed by artificial process. To this it may be] portion as the supply from Louisiana fell short of its | steadily adhered to by Great Britain, on alljoccasiong pes 
replied that if the earthy substance, adhering, were | usual average. If that supply were withdrawn al- where she speaks of it or describes it. a 
not removed, the article would not be saltpetre at| together, the West India producer having no com-| It is equally clear that she has never assigned but pe 
all. The state in which it is put up in bags for ex- | petition to dread, might impose his own price upon | one south line to Canada, and that is along the high. pe 
portation is the form which it first assumes in be-| the commodity, nds which divide the rivers which run into the es. 
coming a distinct substance. . We may here add that this consideration is of great | St. Lawrence from those which fall into the sea. a 
o weight in reference to other articles besides sugar.| It will be equally plain, on looking into the trea. St 
FrencH Inpemnity. The vine: Spstaieaapet Duties for the protection of home manufactures are | ty of 1783, that these lines were then adopted and ] < 
prepared in obedience to a resolution of the house of} said to raise the prices of articles to an unnecessary established as they had existed from 1763, and as weer 
representatives by the ewe of the treasury, was | height: much above the regular price based upon the nearly by the language which had been employed pe 
communicated to that body on the 11th ult. The | cost of manufacture in Europe. But if ourdomestic | hitherto to describe thei as it was possible to ih 
amount of claims was $9,362,193 27. industry were left entirely without protection, so that | make it. 2 ." 
For the Ist, 2d, 3d, and 4th in- the British capitalist and manufacturer might com-| We have already adverted to the treaty in de- ” B 
stalments, $3,682,001 09| mand the market. without a competitor, who does scribing the northwest angle of Nova Scotia as the d 
Constituting®a dividend on $9,- not see that prices would run up without our being | starting point for the line along the highlands. The ut 
362,183 27, the aggregate able to help ourselves? The demand for an article | east line of the Unitec States and the west line of po: 
amount of claims of $39- would regulate its price—not the cost of production; | New Brunswick is equally identical. The treaty ‘ 7 
37-100 pr. ct. the seller would require not what the thing was | says, east by a line from the mouth of St. Croix in lin 
For the 5th instalm. 842,586 08] worth, but what he believed he could get. the Bay of Fundy to the head waters thereof; and a 
Dividend on do. 8 9578-10000 pr. ct. The Louisiana memorialists, temperate and accu- | thence due north, to the aforesaid highlands, which th y 
For the 6th instalm. 826,191 52] rate in their language and statements, conclude by | divide the rivers which run into the St. Lawrence pre 
Dividend on do. 8 8248-10000 pr ct. praying congress to revive the duties of 1816, as a | from those which fall into the sea. pec 
For add’l interest 207.329 38 | measure essentially important to the sugar growing| Notruthcan be wore apparentthanthatthenorth- § of th 
on the 4 first ins. , interests in the United States. [Balt. American. | west angle of Nova Scotia is on the ridge of high- tia 
Dividend on do. 2 2145-10000 pr. ct. — lands which divide these waters, and atthe point res 
NorTH EASTERN BOUNDARY. The following | where the west line of New Brunswick and the a 
$59 3671-10000 brief and lucid statement of facts respecting the | south line of Canada intersect. Ww 
boundary line on our north eastern frontier, is co- Nor can any truth be more obvious than that the ye 
$5,558,108 07} pied from the Madisonian: treaty lines and the colonial lines are at this point poy? 
[N. Y. Jour. of Com. In bounding the United States, the treaty of 1783 | the same, and hence, itis assumed in the treaty that hs 
— begins at the northwest angle of Nova Scotia, mean- | the northwest angle is a well known point. Nor ps 
_Svearin Lovrstana. A memorial remonstra- | ing that angle made by a line drawn due north from | can any thing be more certain than that there is but “= 
ting against the reduction of duties on foreign su-| the head waters of St. Croix river to the highlands | one range of highlands which can by possibility di- 
gar has been addressed to congress by the legisla-| which divide the rivers that run into the St. Law- | vide such waters. Hee 
ture of Louisiana. It contains some valuable sta- | rence from those that fall into the sea, thence along| It is equally certain that the highlands dividing 
tistical statements relating to the present condition | said highlands, to the westermost head of Connecti- these waters exist, and that a line due north from the Sr 
of the sugar growing interests, and the effects pro-| cut river, &c, monument can be run, and will fall upon them, and of yc 
duced by the policy of diminished duties. There being n6 monument at the nothwest angle | reach a point answering exactly to the treaty. ties | 
The memorial states that investments in the pro-| of Nova Scotia, it becomes necessary to find it by| These are facts which no ingenuity can ever al- mitte 
duction of the sugar were chiefly made in Louisiana | running out these lines. ter or modify, and we are led to inquire how Great ganiz 
after the passage of the tariff laws of 1816. From} We have agreed upon the head waters of the St. | Britain can evade or resist their force? She can desir 
that year to 1828, the annual production increased | Croix and set up a monument, about which there neither do the one or the other successfully. are s 
from 15,000 hhds. to 45,000 hhds. of 1,000 Ibs. each. | is now no dispute. All that remains to be done is| She contends, first, that there are no highlands so Tt 
In 1828, the capital vested in the business was about | to run a due north line thence to the ridge of the high- | dividing the waters, because the rivers running to- tia h 
thirty-four millions of dollars, with manual power | lands which divide the waters as described in the | wards the Atlantic all fall into bays of the sea instead mitte 
to the amount of 21,000 hands, 12,000 horses, oxen, | treaty, and there is the northwest angle of Nova|of the sea itself. She thus contends, that a river be pi 
&c. and machinery of 1,640 horse power. From 1828 | Scotia. running through a bay into the sea does not fall into ter i 
to 1830, new estates were undertaken requiring an} That there are such highlands, so dividing the wa- | the sea, and that bays are not partsofthesea. Bays fF avail 
outlay of about sixteen millions more; at the close | ters,every body knows who has bestowed a thought | are, however, only parts of the great sea which have affor 
of the last named year, there were in Louisiana 691 | upon the face of the country. Every map shows it. | had names assigned to them, and are not less a por — = prese 
estates devoted to the production of sugar, with a| It is easy to run a north line, and yet Great Britain tion of the sea because of these names, It might osit' 
capital of about fifty millions. Under the system of refuses to do it. as well be said the Gulf of Mexico is no part of the Ff yw 
Prarie then existing, the state was supplying one| The history of this line is easily traced, and it can | Sea. Besides, it is agreed that the commissioners i 5°08! 
alf of the sugars required for consumption in the | be proved beyond a question that the northwest an- who made the treaty, had before them Mitchells F 18 int 
United States, and was bidding fair, says the me-| gle of Nova Scotia was as well known as any spot | map of this part of the country—on which all the ri- > distri 
morial, soon to meet the entire consumption. could be, where there is no nonument, long before | vers are laid down as running through bays—which FF woul 
The reduction of duties which took place upon| the making of the treaty, and hence it was selected | proves, conclusively, that in speaking of rivers fall- : and n 
the passage of the compromise act, operated disas- | as a starting point, it having been established by ing into the sea, they meant those flowing through J Plate 
trously upon the sugar growing interests. One hun- | the British authorities. bays, and could mean no others. » this 
dred and fifty-six estates have been compelled to| In 1621, the king granted to sir William Alexan- hen Great Britain has concluded that by bigh- )  militi 
abandon the business, and the further action of the | der, Nova Scotia, which included New Brunswick. | lands is meant mountains—while the treaty only F Wi 
present system, introduced by that bill, threatens to The charter bounds the west line, beginning at the requires land high enough to divide the waters.— [ ty wh 
annihilate that important branch of national indus-| extreme west point of Nova Scotia, now Cape Sable, | But in truth, the general range is elevated, as has to me 
try. Some statistical estimates are given going to| thence across the mouth of a great inlet of the sea, | been ascertained, over 2,000 feet above the sea. ViGioe 
show the profits of sugar growing under existing | now Bay of Fundy tothe mouth of the river St. Croix; | This is all the justification Great Britain bas for fF of cor 
rices. ‘The capital now invested in the business} thence up that river, tothe head waters of the same, all this delay and controversy. A jury in West- — and d 
is reckoned at fifty-two millions, many improve- | and thence in a north line to the great river of Ca-| minster hall, of her own citizens, would decide FF Spect 
ments in machinery having been added of late years { nada, now the St. Lawrence, ‘Thus Nova Scotia | against her without leaving the box. | autho 
to increase the value of estates. came to the St. Lawrence, and the northwest angle} Now, let us take care that matters do not get con- disci 
The average annual crop is estimated at 70,000} was on the bank, and the colony bounded north by founded by the ingenuity of the diplomatists. We word 
hhds. or 70 millions of pounds of sugar, and 350,000| the river. Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont | are at this moment, in danger of falling into a con- terpre 
gallons of molasses. At 6 cents for sugar and 20] were alike bounded on the north by the river, and | troversy about an agreement made last year about soque 
cents for molasses, the product of the crop would | the Canadas, then held by the French, on the south | the occupancy of what is called the disputed territo- f train’ 
be $4,900,000; expences reckoned at $2,000,000,| by it. Thus matters stood till 1763, when Great |ry- Let us take care that attention is rot diverted & adopt 
the nett balance would be $2,900,000, or about 5 1-2| Britain conquered Canada, and it waa ceded to her | {rom the true question by this important matter.— ing; a 
rcent. on the capital invested. At5 cents for su-| by France. ' We should hold firmly to the treaty, and the line terpre 
gar and 17 cents for molasses, the nett product would} In that year the king issued his proclamation or- described in it, for Great Britain can never put us the e 
yield 4 per cent on the capital; at 4 cents and 16 ganizing a government in Canada, and hounding the | in the wrong here. Our right is clear—strong— draug 
centa, the nett product would yield 28-10ths per| territory, in which he moved the south line of that | decisive. Itis easily understood by the most caré- of mil 
cent. ; a province from the river to the big-hlandssouth, thus less observer, and there is no possibility of myst contin 
The memorial states that in Louisiana, sugar can- | taking the whole valley of the river into that pro- | fying it or rendering it doubtful. ment, 
not be raised for less than 5 1-2 cents per pound.—} vince, and eut off a large territory from N. Scotia, — year, 
In the West India islands, with their advantages of} Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont, Some of REORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA, Letterfrom  juncts 
climate and cheap operations, Muscovadoes can bei the proyinces objected to this, bi it without effect./the secretary of war, to the chairman of the co®@- /% It is 
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mittee on the militia, explanatory of the plan for 
reorganizing the militia of the United States, here- 


tofore submitted to the house, &c. April 9, 1840, 


read, and laid upon the table. 


House of representatives, March 6, 1840. 

Srr: There are several points in your proposed 
reorganization of the militia of the United States, 
which present a contrariety of opinions to the com- 
mittee on the militia, to whom the subject was re- 
ferred, and they request me to address you for the 
purpose of suggesting such difficulties as present 
themselves, and to ascertain a more full exposition 
of your views, so that we may act with all the in- 
formation that can be obtained, as connected with 
the subject. 

By the 14th proposition of the system, the terri- 
tory of the United States is divided into ten districts, 
and, with the exception of New York, each district 
is composed of two, or more states. Are we to 
understand that the president is empowered to call 
out the whole force of any one of the districts at 
the same time, and at any point he may designate? 

The interpretation of the “territory of the United 
States,” is by some understood to mean the public 
lands and the District of Columbia, and cannot em- 
brace the limits of the several states unles there be 
a misconstruction of the letter and spirit of the con- 
stitution, which declares “a well-regulated militia 
as sige necessary tu the security of a free state.” 

By the 17th proposition, the power of the presi- 
dent to call forth and assemble such numbers of the 
active force of the militia as he may deem necessa- 
tf and subject them to such regulations as he may 
think proper to adopt for their instruction, disci- 
pline and improvement in military knowledge, is 
an organization supposed to be incompatible with 
the 8th section of the Ist article of the constitution, 
that provides for calling forth the militia, and re- 
serves to the states, respectively, the appointment 
of the officers and the authority of training the mili- 
tia according to the discipline prescribed by con- 
gress.” 

With a sincere desire to effect the object of re- 
organizing, and more fully disciplining the militia, 
the great bulwark of the country, you will not deem 
it importunate that we thus freely confer with you 
upon the subject. With great respect, your obedi- 
ent servant, GEORGE M. KEIM, 

Chairman of the committee on the militia. 
Hon. J. R. Poinsett, secretary of war. 


Wur department, April 8, 1840. 

S1r: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 6th instant, stating the difficul- 
ties which have suggested themselves to the com- 
mittee to which was referred the plan for the reor- 
, ee a of the militia of the United States, and 

esiring to ascertain my views more fully than they 
are stated in the plan presented to the house. 

The details of the plan for reorganizing the mili- 
tia having been called for by a member of the com- 
mittee, I took it for granted that this course would 
be pursued, and, to avoid being tedious, did not en- 
ter into more minute explanations. I therefore 
avail myself, with pleasure, of the opportunity now 
afforded me to reply to the objections which have 
presented themselves to the committee. The pro- 
pt to divide the territory of the United States, 

y which is here meant the area embraced by the 

eographical boundaries of the whole confederacy, 
is intended for military purposes, in order that each 
district may be commanded by one officer, who 
would have the general direction of the regulars 
and militia within the district; but the plan contem- 
plated that the power of the president to call out 
this militia should be restricted to assembling the 
militia of each state within its own territorial limits. 

With regard to the 17th article, the same difficul- 
ty which presented itself to the committee, occurred 
to me when considering this subject, viz: that pro- 
vision of the constitution which restricts the power 
of congress over the militia to organizing, arming, 
and disciplining them, reserving to the states re- 
spectively the appointment of officers, and the 
authority of training the militia according to the 
discipline prescribed by congress. Although the 
word ‘‘disciplining” is susceptible of a different in- 
terpretation from that given to it here, yet the sub- 
sequent reservation to the states of the power to 
train the militia according to the system of dicipline 
adopted by congress would seem to define its mean- 
ing; and as we cannot be too scrupulous ino our in- 
terpretation of the constitution, I propose that, in 
the event of its becoming necessary to resort to 
draughts in order to fill the ranks of the active class 
of militia, to apply to the states to place by law their 
contingents at the disposition of the general govern- 
inent, fora period not more’than thirty days of every 
year, for the purpose of their being trained in con- 
junction with regular troops, and by veteran officers. 
It is not probable that this co-operation will be 


withheld by any state when the advantages are pre- 
sented to it of possessing a body of well-organized, 
weil-armed, and well-disciplined militia, without 
any expense either to the states or to the citizens 
thereof; and when they are made aware that it is 
the intention of the government to assemble such 
militia at convenient points within each state, and 
in the vicinity of depots of arms, which it is pro- 
posed to establish as part of the system. 

I am, however, led to believe, from the character 
of our fellow citizens, and from circumstances 
which have come to my knowledge, that it will 
scarcely be necessary to resort to militia draughts 
in order to fill the ranks of the active class. The 
volunteer corps have generally evinced so much ea- 
gerness to avail themselves of the advantages to be 
derived from an association with regulars, and so 
inuch zeal and proper feeling, by profering their 
services on all occasions when they might be use- 
ful, that I cannot doubt, if the president were au- 
thorised to receive them into the service of the 
United States, a sufficient body of volunteers with- 
in the prescribed age might be enrolled, and the 
necessity for draughts altogether avoided. I pro- 
pose, therefore, that this authority be granted; but 
restricted so as to limit the time, even of voluntary 
service, to a period not exceeding thirty days in 
each year. Aware, however, of the importance 
and coimprehensiveness of this subject, together 
with the many difficulties which surround it, it is by 
no means my desire to precipitate the action of con- 
gress upon a question of such magnitude and con- 
sequences. Subsequent reflection and discussion 
have but strengthened my conviction of the pro- 
priety, practicability and expediency, of the pro- 
posed plan in its essential features, which I am 
persuaded have but to be examined with a candid 
mind and patriotic feeling, tosecure general appro- 
bation. But these very considerations make it but 
the more imperative that it should receive the ful- 
lest and most mature consideration, even should this 
have the effect of preventing final action upon it, 
at the present session of congress. It is, perhaps, 
universally proper that questions, involving, in a 
high degree, the great interests of the people, should 
be subjected to popular, as well as legislative in- 
vestigation. An ordeal to which the system pro- 
posed will be most cheerfully submitted. If, on 
maturer deliberation, there be any thing found in 
the system itself, or in its details, which conflicts 
with the rights of the states, or with the interests 
of our fellow citizens, the objectionable parts may 
be amended or expunged, or the whole system al- 
tered or abandoned. 


If the committee should be of opinion that the 
situation of the country requires the adoption of 
some immediate measure to render the militia force 
more available for defence than it now is, it is re- 
spectfully suggested that the plan submitted by the 
department of war last year and the year before, 
would not only prove efficient, but would test the 
practicability of the measure now proposed. _ 

That plan contemplated authorising the president 
to receive into the service for a given number of 
days in the year, volunteers to the amount of —— 
men, at such points ashe may designate, for the 
purpose of being trained and disciplined, and made 
acquainted with the duties they would have to per- 
form at the stations they might be required to de- 
fend in the event of any sudden emergency. At 
this moment the most important of our naval stations 
and most valuable cities are exposed to be destroyed 
or taken, although there are brave men enough to 
defend them; but who require previous concert and 
more perfect training, to render them efficient. I 
am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 

Hon. G. M. Keim, chairman of the commitiee of 

the militia, H. R. 


CoMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH FOREIGN COUN- 
TRIES. A report has been published froin the de- 
partment of state of the United States, in obedi- 
ence to a resolution adopted by the senate at the 
last session of congress, showing the nature and ex- 
tent of the privileges and restrictions of the com- 
mercial intercourse of the United States with fo- 
reign nations. In 1815 congress enacted a law re- 
pealing all discriminating duties upon foreign ves- 
sels and cargoes, to take effect in favor of any 
foreign nation ‘whenever the president shall be 
satisfied that the discriminating or countervailing 
duties of such foreign nation, so far as they operate 
to the disadvantage of the United States, have been 
abolished.” Twelve nations, viz:—Austria, Brazil, 
Central America, Denmark, Ecuador, Greece, the 
Hanseatic Cities, Prussia, Russia, Sardinia, Sweden 
and Venezuela have met the proposition in a spirit 
of liberality. In the ports of all these countries, 





American vessels, with their cargoes, whether the 


produce of the United States or not, are admitted 
on the same terms as the vessels of those countries 
respectively. If outward bound, they are entitled 
to the same drawback or bounties on goods export- 
ed, as domestic vessels are. 

With Great Britain, France, the Netherlands, 
Mexico and Texas, our commercial relations are 
of amore restricted character. These nations se- 
verally confine the principle of equality to the di. 
rect trade. That is to say Great Britain admits the 
vessels of the United States into her ports on pay- 
ment of the same tonnage duties and charges as 
British vessels, with these conditions: Ist. That 
the vessel be built and owned in the United States, 
and navigated by a master and crew three-fourths of 
which are citizens of the United States; and 2d. 
That the goods composing the cargo be the pro- 
duce of the United States, which in practice limits 
the import trade to the direct intercourse between 
one country and the other. The trade of the U. 
States with the British colonial possessions is re- 
gulated by treaty stipulations or by diplomatic ar- 
rangement. In all cases, however, some restric- 
tions are observed, giving an advantage, in general 
trade, to British bottoms. The importation from the 
United States of all goods but those of their own 
produce is mostly prohibited. 

France admits the vessels of the United States 
into her ports on payment of a discriminating duty 
of five france or ninety-four cents per ton, over and 
above that paid by French vessels. In the impor- 
tation of articles the produce of the United States 
no difference is made between French and Ameri- 
can vessels; but in reference to other articles the 
discriminating duty prevails in favor of French 
bottoms. 

In the Java trade, under the government of the 
Netherlands, the productions of the United States 
and of other countries, are admitted at a duty of 
seven and four-fifths per cent. ad valorem if im- 
ported in Dutch vessels, and fifteen and three-fifths 
per cent. advalorem if imported in vessels belong- 
ingjto the United States. 


sels and productions upon the footing of the most 
favored nations—reserving the privilege of giving a 
preference to their own. Nine powers, viz: the 
Argentine confederation, Belgium, China, Hayti, 
New Grenada, Portugal, Spain, the Two Sicilies 
and Uraguay are le{/t free to deal with the com- 
merce and navigation of the United States as they 
may think proper, without any other check than 
our countervailing legislative sabes 6 With three 
of them, however, Belgium, Portugal and the Two 
Sicilies, negotiations are on foot for the conclusion 
of commerciai treaties. [Balt Amer. 


ARMY. 

Just as our paper was ready for the jam we 
learned that brigadier general Taylor had been re- 
lieved, at his own request, from the command of 
the troops in Florida, and that brigadier general W. 
K. Armistead, of the 3d artillery, had been ordered 
to succeed him. The change to take place on the 
Ist of May. [.4. & N. Chron. 

Col. Pierce, commander of the first regiment of 
artillery, who bas served with distinction in the 
Florida war, as well as in the late war with Great 
Britain, arrived in Boston on the 22d ult. with a 
battalion of his regiment, in eight days march from 
Plattsburgh, N. Y.on his way to the Maine fron- 
tier. He had lost none of his command either by 
sickness or desertion. A 

Appointment of married men in the army. Among 
the regulations of the war department respectin 
the appointment in the army of persons from civil 
life, there is one stating that no candidate will be 
examined who is married. The Army and Navy 
Chronicle of the 23d ult. publishes an extract from 
areport made to the secretary of war giving the 
reasons of this regulation. It is stated that the pay 
of a second lieutenant, about $780 a year, is not 
more than adequate to his own support in the dress 
and appearance which his profession requires; his 
transportation allowance of 10 cents per mile will 
not do more than pay his individual travelling ex- 
penses; his quarters when in garrison are too smalk 
for the accommodation of a family; and the duties of 
the younger officers require their presence almost 
continually with their companies in the field.— 
These considerations it is thought are suffcientiy 
strong to authorise the adoption of the above named 
regulation. 


NAVAL. 
Circular to the medical officers of the United States: 


navy. 
" Navy Department, 5th Nov. 1639, 
Srr: In future after holding # survey orexami- 
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yourself with stating, distinctly, whether you con- 


sider him capable ot performing duty or not. 

Any other decision will be disregarded by the 

department, 
ain, very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
J. K. Paunpine. 

The steam frigate at Philadelphia has one hun- 
dred and sixty persons engaged at work upon her. 

The United States ship Warren arrived at Pensa- 
cola on the 15th ult. after a five month’s cruise on 
the north side of Cuba. Officers and crew in good 
health. — 

The court martial in the case of com, Elliott is 
ordered to assemble on the first Monday in May, 
and not the fourth, as mentioned heretofore. Coin- 
modores Crane and Renshaw have been excused 
from serving as members, and commodore E. P. 
Kennedy and captain Foxhall A, Parker been or- 
dered in their stead. 

Our fellow citizen, Laurent Rousseau, post capt. 
in tlie United States navy, we are informed, has re- 
ceived orders to Peres immediately to Pensacola, 
to take cominand of the U. S. frigate Macedonian, 

[New Orleans Cour. 

The following is from the estimates of the com- 
missioners of the navy for 1840: | 

The United States, second only to Great Britain 
as a commercial nation, contemplate keeping in 
commission during the present year—1 ship of 90 
guns, 4 of 52, do, 2 of 46, do. 12 of 24, do. 2 of 20, 
do. 5 of 16, do.7 of 10, do. 1 steamer. 34 vessels, 
mounting 868 guns. 

From the N. Y. American. 

Mr. Editor: Sir: In your paper, a few evenings 
since, you say Congress ought to create the rank of 
rear adiniral in ournavy. Not being a nautical man, 
will you be good enough to explain the different 
grades, and relative rank of admirals in other coun- 
tries—say, for instance, England. 

A SUBSCRIBER. 

New York, 24th April, 1840. 

The rank of admiral is of three grades; rear-ad- 
miral, first above post captain, who carries his 
square flag at the mizzen-mast head; vice-admiral, 
next above, who carries his square flag at the fore 
mast head; and admiral, the highest rank, who car- 
ries his flag at the main. 

The rank of commodore is now almost exclusive- 
ly American, we believe, and only means a post- 
captain in command of a squadron, There 1s no 
commission ofcommodore. The flag that designates 
this command is a broad, swallow-tailed pennant 
worn at the main. 

The rank of admiral, if only the grade of rear- 
admiral, is most important to preserve discipline 
and subordination among our under naval officers, 
and in order to place our naval commanders on an 
equality, on foreign stations, with the commanders 
they meet of other nations. 

It is injudicious to place two captains on board 
one man-of-war, as.is now the custoin,—for there is 
no law authorising the rank of commodore. The 
title is one of courtesy, even when used by the 
navy department. 

Pardon, The Army and Navy Chronicle contains 
a letter from Pensacola of the 11ts ult which states 
thatin the case of Fleming Livingston, the sailor who 
was condemned to be hung for mutiny, and who, it 
was supposed, had been hung on the 10th, a pardon 
had been received from the president, on the ground 
that Livingston’s offence was only one instance of 
unbridled passion, and his death did not seem ne- 
cessary for the preservation of the discipline of the 
squadron, as it appeared from evidence that he had 
called but in vain, upon the sest of the crew to as- 
sist him. 

The scaffold was rigged, the coffin made, the 
different crews assembled, and in fact, every prepa- 
ration made for his execution, and on the man’s being 
Jed out, dressed in white, with the white cap on, 
the marine officer advanced, and read what was 
supposed to be his death warrant, but which was 
soon known, by signal from the frigate, to be his 
pardon from the president. Livingston was so much 
overcome, that it was a long while before he could 
speak. His first motion was to seize the Bible, 
and kissing it, promised never to touch intoxicating 
drinks again. 

NATIONAL COURTESY. 
Navy Department, 17th April, 1840. 

Srr: I have the pleasure to transmit a copy of a 
letter from the duke of Dalmatia to the minister of 
the United States at Paris, conveying to you the 
thanks of the French government for assistance 
rendered to a merchant vessel of that nation, com- 
manded by captain Estellon.. A copy of captain 
Estellon’s report of the circumstance 1s annexed. 

I am, very respectfully, your ob’t servant, 

J. K. PAULDING. 
Com. J. B. Nicholson, U. 8. ship Independence, New 
York. 





Copy of a letter from the duc of Dalmatia to gen. 
Cass, United States minister, &c. to France. 

Six: I have the honor to transmit to you the en- 
closed extract of a report addressed to the commis- 
sary of the navy at Marseilles, by Mr. Estellon, 
commanding the ship (name illegible) of Bordeaux. 
Mr. Estellon therein expresses his gratitude for the 
services which had been rendered to him, when his 
ship was aground on the Isles of Sunda, by the U. 
States squadron on the Brazil station. 

I shall be obliged to you, general, to bring this 
fact to the cognizance of your government, and to 
express, inthe name of his majesty’s government, 
their thanks to the commander of the American 


squadron, for his good offices towards the crew of 


the ship. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, 
your very humble and very obedient servant, 

(Signed) MarsHAL, Duc or DALMATIA. 

Paris, 29th October, 1839. 
Report of captain Estellon, commanding ship —, 
at the port of Marseilles. 
Marseiiles, 24th August. 

Srr: Having left this port on the 31st of July, 
1838, bound for Sumatra, touching at Rio Janeiro, 
with a cargo of wine for the latter and thirteen 
casks of Spanish dollars for the former place, I left 
the Strait on the 7th of August, and directed my 
course towards the line, which I passed the 8th 
September. 

On the 23rd, I anchored at Rio Janeiro. I set 
sail on the 25th of October for the coast of Suma. 
tra; but, having run aground in beating about the 
bay, I received every species of assistance from 
the American squadron, which enabled me to ex- 
tricate myself, 

ASter having manifested my gratitude to the 
commander, I addressed a letter to baron Rouen, 
French minister plenipotentiary at the Brazils, in 
which I made him acquainted with the kind refusal 
of the commodore of pay for the hawsers which 
had been broken while assisting me in raising my 
vessel, mentioning, ‘that under similar circumstan- 
ces, he had no doubt but that a French vessel would 
have acted in the same manner towards one of his 
nation.” The next morning I left the port, &c. 

(Signed) EsTELLOoN. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
VERMONT. 

Liberation of a murderer. The liberation of Dr. 
Holmes, the Canadian murderer, by the civil au- 
thorities of Vermont, is an outrage upon decency, 
and alike disgraceful to that state, and the nation. 
Holmes, by his own confession, is one of the most 
atrocious murderers that ever went unhung. So 
near as we can remember, the facts were substan- 
tiantially as follows: Holmes was a physician in 
Canada, and after seducing the wife of his neigh- 
bor, a respectable citizen of Canada, he persuaded 
her to leave the house of her husband. He ac- 
companied her from her home to a distant town in 
Canada, and afterwards went back, and persuaded 
her husband to accompany him in a sleigh in pur- 
suit of his wife. 

On the road, in a secluded spot, and in the night 
he stabbed the husband to the heart, and buried 
him in the snow, where be was soon afterwards 
found dead in his bloody clothes. The sleigh and 
harness were Ciscovered bloody, which led to the 
suspicion of Holmes. Finding that he was de- 
tected, he fled to Vermont, and in Burlington he 
boasted that he had killed the husband in a duel, 
and claimed the interest of the “‘sympathizers”’ in 


favor of the poor Canadian patriots, who were at 
that time numerous in Vermont. 


Soon afterwards, however, the body of the husband 
was discovered, an indictment for murder found 
against Holmes, and a demand for him was made 
by the governor of Canada, on the governor of Ver- 
mont. The governor decided to deliver him up to 
the Canadian authorities. On this,a writ of ha- 
beas corpus was issued for his liberation. At this 
stage of the proceedings, the governor of Vermont 
referred the whole matter to the president of the 
United States. The president referred it back 
again to the governor of Vermont, declaring that 
the governor had full power to act in the premises. 
It was then reasonably supposed, that this diaboli- 


cal murderer would be delivered up to be tried by 
the Canadian authorities, 


But the supreme court have again interposed 
their habeas corpus, and the seducer and cold 
blooded assassin has been liberated for the purpose 
of enabling him to cheat the gallows-of a worthy 
victim, and to enable him to perpetrate some new 
act of atrocity in this country. We undertake to 
say that such an outrageous decision would not 
have been made by any other government, whether 
civilized or savage, on the face of the globe. 


[ Boston Gazette. 











MASSACHUSETTS. 

Legislative reform. A reduction of the represen. 
tation in the house of representatives of the legis- 
lature of Massachusetts is about to take place, the 
people of that state having ratified an amendment 
to the constitution to that effect. The forty sena- 
tors are to be apportioned among the districts accord - 
ing to population, and the provision by which 
counsellors were required to be chosen from among 
the senators, before they could be chosen from the 
people at large, is abolished. A census of the in- 
habitants is to be taken in May. 


Commerce of Boston on the increase. The num- 
ber of foreign arrivals from January Ist to April 
18th, 1840, was 255—during the corresponding time 
of the last year, 246—increase, 9. The number of 
foreign clearances from January Ist to April 18th, 
1840, was 254—during the same time last year, 251 
—increase, 3. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

Election returns. The following table exhibits 
the result of the recent election, as compared with 
the election of 1839. 



































1840. 1839. 
King. en Sprague. Burges. on 
Providence 1,036 263 605 243 232 
N. Providence 120 54 49 33 32 
Cumberland 185 129 70 57 78 
Jobnston 124 74 96 ll 54 
Cranston 134 89 76 6 82 
Scituate 110 §=232 56 2. 123 
Smithfield 276 «6211 91 51 121 
Burrilville — 83 maj. 41 4 98 
Gloucester 87 190 59 17 324 
Foster 81 202 30 5 161 
2,153 1,527 1,173 429 1,105 
KENT COUNTY. 
Warwick 280 3=6121 212 10 3=110 
E. Greenwich 116 52 81 3 59 
W. Greenwich 75 92 42 — 52 
Coventry 204 141 143 — 13l 
675 406 478 13 352 
WASHINGTON COUNTY. 
N. Kingstown 77 165 54 5 130 
S. Kingstown 236 156 169 — 174 
Hopkinson 89 99 — —maj.53 
Charlestown 38 65 32 — 62 
Exeter 46 122 24 — §2 
Richmond 57 65 32 — 66 
Westerly 105 = 75 77 — 7 
648 747 388 5 194 
BRISTOL COUNTY. 
Barrington 43 21 31 8 24 
Warren 171 28 102 1 22 
Bristol iss: 101 60 2 148 
402 150 202 ll 194 
NEWPORT COUNTY. 
Newport 375 155 329 5 143 
Middletown 73 17 48 maj. — — 
Portsmouth 116 = 68 41maj. —- — 
Lit. Compton 85 36 54 — 22 
Tiverton 101 126 59 ==. $01 
Jamestown 25 23 — — maj. 4 
N. Shoreham + — — —maj.21 
775 4425 531 5 321 
RECAPITULATION. , 
a ‘ Bul- 
King. a 898 Sprague. Burges. od 
Providence 2,153 1,527 1,173 429 1,105 
Kent 675 406 478 19 352 
Washington 648 747 383 5 642 
Bristol 402 150 202 ll 194 
Newport 775-425 531 5 3821 











4,653 38,255 2,772 463 2,614 
The whole whig vote for 1840 is 4,653 
The adininistration vote ‘* is 3,255 
Whole No. of scat. votes in the state 77 
Whig majority in the state, 1,320 
New Shoreham is the only town remaining to be 
heard from. 


Complete returns of the recent eleclion in Rhode 
Island are furnished in the Providence Juurnal of 
Monday. 


For Samuel Ward King, whig governor, 4,812 
For gen. Carpenter, adm. candidate; 3,426 
Scattering, 77 
Whole number of votes, 8,315 
King’s majority over Carpenter, 1,386 
King’s majority over all, 1,318 


Net whig gain since last August, taking 
the average majorities in that election, 970 





Ey cae ENS eerye ee ” TT shea a ei ditt 











a - “ = abieoin ale : rs aes re an ap tae ae . “ 
Nee, ER I A ger aR NR ia Eo ey ON i 9 co Sali en Ni ee eee aC a TS a a a a eee ee, 
SiO 5 SEER: Sat Biase Bein fee ioe : aa 





[30 
74 


62 
§2 
66 
75 


9-4 


24 
22 
148 


194 


143 


22 
101 
j. 4 
).21 


321 


sul- 
ock. 
105 
352 
642 
194 
321 


614 




















NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MAY 2, 1840—STATES OF THE UNION. 


135 





oT ane 





a 


This is the largest number of votes ever polled 
at any election in Rhode Island. 

The general assembly stands in the house of re- 
presentatives, 48 whigs, 24 administration men— 
whig majority, 24. In the senate 11 whigs; whig 
majority on joint ballot 35. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Connecticut election. ‘The following are the re- 

turns frum nearly every town in the state. 

















1840. 1839. 

Counties. Whig. V.B. Whig. V. 
Hartford, 6,048 4,684 5,239 4,085 
New Haven, 4,559 3,772 4,225 3,794 
Middlesex, 2,257 2,275 2,056 2,224 
New London, 3,339 2,845 3,099 2,973 
Fairfield, 4,258 3,438 3,915 °3,608 
Litchfield, 4,026 83,549. 3,928 3,503 
Windham, 2,686 2,417 2,241 2,124 
Tolland, 1,949 1,567 1,655 1,402 

29,122 24,547 26,358 23,708 

24,940 24,799 
Whig maj. 4,462 1,559 

1,559 

Whig gain, 2,623 


The scattering votes in 1839 were 1,071—in 1840, 
93. 
Four or five small towns are yet.to be heard from. 
Last year they were nearly balanced. 

Last year the whigs elected 15, and the adm. 6 
senators. This year the whigs have 19 and the 
adin. 3. Inthe house of representatives the whig 
majority is some ten or twelve more than it was 
last year. 

Senators elected. 
District No. 1.—Jos. Allyn, of Hartford. 

“ «  2.—Solomon Cole, of Glastenbury. 
3.—William Selby, of Hartland. 
4.—Eleazer Warner, of North Haven. 
5.—Orin Plumb.* 
6.—Edgar Atwater, of Wallington. 
7.—Asa Fish, of Stonington. 
8.—Henry Strong, of Norwich. 
9.—Sanmel C. Selden, of Lyme. 

10.—Abraham D. Baldwin, of Fairfield. 
11.—Henry Ruggles, of Brookfield. 
12.—Joshua B. Ferris, uf Stanford. 
13.—Joseph Eaton, of*Plainfield. 
14.—Job Williams, of Pomfret. 
15.—L. Hitchcock, of Barkhamsed. 
16.—Eli Potter,* of Plymouth. 
17.—Nathaniel P. Perry, of Kent, 

18 —S. K. Wightman,* of Middletown. 
19.—Eliph. A. Bulkley, of E. Haddan. 
20.—Elisha Sterns, of Tolland. 
21.—Abner Hender, of Hebron. 


NEW YORK. 

The work done in the assembly of this state on 
Friday and Saturday was exceedingly interesting. 

Three bills of the highest importance received the 
sanction of that body—that providing aid to New 
York and Erie railroad—that respecting the cur- 
rency—and that providing funds for carrying on the 
public works. 

New York may well be proud of the intelligent 
energy manifested in this steady and consistent 
march of her whig legislature to promote the wel- 
fare and honor of the state. [N. Y. Amer. 

A bill requiring all the banksin the state of New 
York to redeein their notes at half of one per cent. 
discount, either in New York or Albany, has pags- 
ed both branches of the legislature. 

Taternal improvements. ‘The legislature last week 
so the bills in aid of the New York and Erie, 

uson and Berkshire, Auburn and Rochester, and 
Long Island rail roads, They had previously pass- 
ed the appropriations for the enlargement of the 
Erie canal, and for the prosecution of the Black 
River and Genesee Valley canals. The appropria- 
tions, so far, are as follows: 

Erie canal enlargement, - : 
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2,500,000 





Genesee Valley canal, - . - §00,000 
Black River canal, - : - 250,000 
N.Y.and Erierail road, - - - 400,000 
Hudson and Berkshire rail road, - 150,000 
Auburn and Rochester rail road, - 200,000 
Long Island railroad, - - - 100,000 

$4,100,000 


_In addition, the bill appropriating $100,000 in 
aid of the Harlem rail road has passed the senate, 
and the bills in aid of the Tonewanda rail road, and 
for the purchase of the Oneida Lake canal and feed- 
er, (the former $100,000 and the latter $50,000), 
have passed the assembly. 

The impeachmer.t case—against justice Merrit. A 
writ of guo warranio was received on Saturday by 


Those marked thus * are administration. 





ation? 


sheriff Acker, from the supreme court at Albany, 
directed to the mayor and aldermen, calling upon 
them to show upon what authority they sat as 
judges in the county court—or to this effect. It is 
returnable on the first Monday in May. 
Imprisonment for debt abolished. Be it noted, by 
all citizens of the union, and proclaimed for the be- 
nefit of such commonwealths as still cling to the 
barbarous enactments of other ages, that the legis- 
lature of New York, by an unanimous vote, have 


B.| repealed all laws authorising the imprisonment for 


debt of non-residents of this state. The last vestige 
of this abominable system has been erased from our 
statute book. { Courier & Enquirer. 

An act to amend the act abolishing imprisonment 

for debt, passed April 25th, 1840. 

The people of the state of New York, represented in 
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: 

§1. So much of the actentitled, ‘an act to abolish 
imprisonment for debt, and to punish fraudulent 
debtors, passed April 26, 1831, as declares that the 
provisions in the first section thereof shall not ex- 
tend to any person who shall not have been a resi- 
dent of this state for at least one month previous to 
a suit commenced against him, is hereby repealed. 

§2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Slate of New York, This act having been ap- 
secretary’s office. § proved and signed by the go- 
vernor on the 25th day of April, 1840, I do hereby 
certify that the same became a law on that day. 
JOHN C. SPENCER, secretary of state. 

The New York Express of the 22d ult. gives the 
following as a complete list of supervisors elected 
in the state as their recent spring elections. 








1839. 1840. 

Counties. Whig. V. Buren. Harrison. V. Buren. 
Albany, 5 4 4 5 
Allegany, 15 15 12 18 
Brooine, 5 6 6 5 
Cattaraugue, 10 16 14 12 
Cayuga, 13 9 9 13 
Chautauque, 21 3 20 8 
Chemung, 1 8 1 2 
Chenango, 9 10 8 11 
Clinton, 5 5 4 6 
Coiumbia, 12 8 8 12 
Cortland, 6 5 8 3 
Delaware, 7 11 9 9 
Dutchess, 9 9 8 10 
Erie, 18 4 18 4 
Essex, 11 4 12 3 
Franklin, 9 4 10 3 
Fulton, 5 4 3 6 
Gennesee, 20 4 21 3 
Greene, 6 5 7 4 
Herkimer, 2 17 5 14 
Jefferson, 8 11 10 9 
Kings, 6 5 8 4 
Lewis, 3 8 3 8 
Livingston, 11 1 11 1 
Madison, 3 ll 6 8 
Monroe, 18 5 18 5 
Montgomery, 2 8 4 6 
New York, 10 24 10 24 
Niagara, 10 2 10 2 
Oneida, 11 15 7 19 
Onondaga, 7 il 8 10 
Ontario, 12 3 13 2 
Orange, 8 6 6 8 
Orleans, 5 4 6 3 
Oswego, 10 ll 11 10 
Otsego, 9 13 4 18 
Putnam, 0 6 0 6 
Queens, 2 4 1 5 
Rensselaer, 9 7 10 6 
Richmond, 3 1 3 1 
Rockland, 0 4 2 2 
Saratoga, 13 7 10 10 
Schenectady, 3 5 4 4 
Schoharie, 6 5 4 8 
Seneca, 4 6 6 4 
Steuben, 9 17 11 16 
St. Lawrence, 7 18 11 14 
Suffolk, 2 7 2 7 
Sullivan, 5 5 6 4 
Tioga, 4 5 5 4 
Tompkins, 5 5 7 3 
Ulster, 5 9 7 7 
Warren, 5 5 3 7 
Washington, 15 2 14 3 
Wayne, 6 9 5 10 
Westchester, 6 15 9 12 
Yates, 4 4 5 3 

Total 435 435 447 426 


In 1839—a tie. 1840—whig maj. 21 supervisors. 

New York city election. The election for mayor, 
aldermen and common council took piace on 'Tues- 
day the 14th. The administration aldermen suc- 
ee in twelve, and the whig's in five of the 
wards. 





Mr. Varian the administration candidate is re- 
elected mayor, by a majority of 1,662 votes. For 
the sake of reference we subjoin a statement of 
the votes taken at the two preceding elections, as 
well as that of the last: 











1839. 1840. 

April. November. April. 
Whigs. V. B. Whigs. V.B. Varian. Pheniz. 
Ist 1,146 470 1,118 494 530 1,062 
2d 795 335 832 436 402 894 
8d 1,176 565 1,316 600 583 1,378 
4th 1,160 1,182 1,016 1,098 1,181 1,038 
5th 1,856 1,288 1,280 1,074 1,169 1,350 
6th 1,084 1,256 703 1,138 1,191 769 
7th 1,778 1,829 1,570 1,827 1,853 1,714 
8th 2,129 2,334 1,724 1,908 2,145 1,908 
9th 1,852 1,919 1,328 1,787 1,992 1,425 
10th 1,174 1,708 1,181 1,586 1,614 1,326 
lith 633 1,629 584 1,474 1,548 667 
12th §=6©330 ©6580 227. 675 706 270 
13th «992 1,395 941 1,404 1,502 1,084 
l4tk 1,320 1,506 959 1,289 1,407 1,058 
15th 1.348 581 1,729 682 681 1,530 
16th 1,124 1,235 739 1,160 1,415 938 
17th 1,189 1,485 1,085 1,288 1,822 1,218 
20,086 21,145 18,322 19,920 21,241 19,624 

20,086 18,322 19,624 

1,059 1,598 1,617 


The number of scattering votes in all the wards, 
except the Third, is 35. All of the above returns 
are official, except the Third ward, which are be- 
lieved to be correct. Total number of votes polled for 
mayor in the city, 40,900. 

Erie canal. We learn from the Newark Daily 
Advertiser that there are over 9,000 men now at 
work on the Erie canal, between Utica and Albany. 
The canal commissioners are making great exer- 
tions to get the canal opened as soon after the 20th 
inst. as possible. 

The reverend Dr. McAuley has resigned his 
professorship and the presidency of the New York 
Theological seminary—to take effect from the close 
of the present term. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

The legislature having resolved to adjourn on the 
16th ult. a joint committee was appointed to wait 
upon the governor and apprise him of that intention. 
The governor replted to the committee, that he would 
send a communication previous to their adjourn- 
ment; accordingly he sent them a proclamation con- 
vening the legislature to meet in extra session on 
the day following, they having “made no provision 
for the interest due, or to become due, on the state 
debt, before the next regular meeting of the leyisla- 
ture, nor for certain other expenditures of indispen- 
sable necessity. 

“In the fund for the payment of the interest on 
the public debt, (says the governor), the deficiency 
within the next nine months will be not less than 
$800,000 
For the repairs made by the present offi- 

cers on the several lines of canal and 

rail road, there is yet due and unpaid at 


least 300,000 
For repairs to be made during the present 

year it will require (exclusive of the 

Franklin line) at least 400,000 
There is also due for ropes, locomotives, 

&e. 75,000 
Also for locks on eastern division 7,402 
Also (over and above appropriations) to 

contractors on the Erie extension 204,000 
On north branch 165,000 
On Wisconisco 2.000 
On Sinnemahoning 34,123 
Gettysburg rail road 145,307 
Alleghany feeder 1,100 
Inclined plane at Columbia 60,000 
For new work on finished lines, pay of 

engineers, canal commissioners, &c. 50,000 
For damages 30,000 


“This large amount is now due, or will become 
due before the meeting of the next legislature, or 
immediately thereafter, and it is manifestly impos- 
sible to postpone the providing funds to meet it with 
any proper regard to the contracts and faith of the 
state; and under this view of the subject, it seems 
to me there cannot be two opinions upon the course 
that ought to be adopted among honest men.” 

In another part of the message, the governor states 





that one of the principal reasons for giving to the 
banks so great an extension of specie payments as 
until the 15th of January, 1841, was to obtain a 
fund of three millions of dollars for the relief of the 
commonwealth from the financial embarrassments 
by which she is at this time beset; and that a failure 
to provide for applying the same te the pu 





for which it was designated, is an entire surrender 
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of this important advantage secured to the public 
by the extension law, and is a total release of the 
banks from an essential part of the consideration on 
which the indulgence they are enjoying was grant- 
ed—a course of policy which he considers neither 
wise nor just.”’ 

Immediately on reading this communication the 
legislature orennors sine die. And next day met 
again under the proclamation in extra session—and 
the governor transmitted the following message to 
them, after reading which a resolution was proposed 
and passed both branches, to adjourn without further 
legislation until Tuesday the 12th of May next. 

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 
To the senate and house of representatives 
of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

GENTLEMEN: I have felt it to be my imperative 
duty to convene you on the extraordinary occasion 
referred to in the proclamation under which you as- 
semble. The facts and the reason on which I have 
acted are sufficiently detailed in that document to 
render a repetition unnecessary. 1 beg leave to 
call your attention to them as therein set forth. In 
addition tothe deficiency in the treasury, exhibit- 
ed in the proclamation, I will now add, what I did 
not then advert to, that no provision whatever is 
made for the current expenses of government. It 
is left without means to carry on its ordinary opera- 
tions. 

I deem it proper to state that the several reforms 
and modifications, suggested and recommended in 
my annual message, in our present banking system 
have thus far not met with the approbation of the 
legislature; and I think it my duty again to inform 
you that my views on that subject are not only un- 
changed, but strengthened by subsequent reflection 
and experience. 

I believe it has never happened in the history of 
this commonwealth, that a legislature had adjourned 
without making some provision for the ordinary ex- 
- penses of the government. I trust this legislature 
is not about to set the example. The disastrous 
consequences that may ensue it is impossible to fore- 
teil; and it may require years of legislation and 
large expenditures of mcney hereafter to repair the 
evils it will produce. In view of these contingen- 
cies, I am sure the inembers of the legislature can 
need no admonitions to point out and to enforce the 
way owe to the public and to themselves. 

ith great deference to the legislature, but with 
sincere earnestness, I must urge on you the adoption 
of some legislative action to obviate the difficulties 
and embarrassinents set forth in my proclamation; 
and, should any circumstances occur to prevent the 
speedy action of the legislature on this subject, by 
which the public may suffer Joss or inconvenience, 
I shall feel conscious that no fault can be justly at- 
tributed to the executive. 

DAVID R. PORTER. 

Executive chamber, April 17, 1840. 

Special election. Mr. Speaker Hopkins has is- 
sued his warrant to the sheriff of Bedford county, 
Pennsylvania, requiring him to hold a special elec- 
tion on the sixth of May, for a member of the house 
of representatives, in place of Thomas B. McEI- 
wee, expelled. 

Canal and rail road tolls.—In consequence of 
the reduction in the tariff of tolls by the canal com- 
missioners, the rate charged for transportation have 
been proportionably reduced: 


Form’r Pres’t Cis. 

rates. rates. 
Anvils, per 100 lb. $1 75 $1 40 35 
Burr blocks, 1 25 1 124 124 
Coffee, 1 50 1 30 20 
Copper, 1 50 1 40 10 
Hardware, 1 75 1 624 123 
White & red lead, 1 75 1 624 124 
Foreign liquors, 1 50 1 40 10 
Manuf’d marble, 1 75 1 625 124 
Oil, 1 50 1 40 10 
Queensware, 1 50 1 40 10 
Steel, 1 75 1 50 25 
Tin and tinware, 1 50 1 40 10 
Dry goods, no reduction. 2 00 1 873 124 
Drugs & medicines, 1 75 1 624 124 
Groceries, 1 50 1 40 10 


Governor Porter has appointed Josern B. An- 
THoNY, Of Lycoming, Pa., to be judge of the new 
court, created to settle the claims on the estates of 
Nicholson and Baynton. 

MARYLAND. 

The young men’s national whig convention, which 
is to meet on Monday next, the 4th instant, will, to 
all appearances, be the largest assemblage of the 
kind that this country has ever witnessed. The 
Whig papers from all directions contain notes of 
preparation: and some of the delegations are already 
in the city. Suitable preparations have been made 
by the whigs of the city for their reception, and the 
show will no doubt be very imposing. 


The administration national convention, is to 
meet in this city on Tuesday next, the 5th inst.— 
There appears to have been a want of harmony in 
the party, as to the propriety of calling this con- 
vention. It is stated that five of the states have 
not appointed delegates to it. 

Methodist generat conference. This body, which 
holds its sessions every fourth year, and has juris- 
Ciction over the pet conferences of Ame- 
rica, commenced its thirteenth session in the city of 
Baltimore, on the Ist inst. at the Wesley chapel.— 
All the bishops were in attendance except bishop 
SouLE, and he is expected. The rev. Some A. 
Co..tns, of the Baltimore conference was appoint- 
ed secretary, and the rev. J. B. HouGHTAaLina, of 
the Troy conference and the rev. THos. B. Sar- 
GENT, of the Baltimore conference, assistant sec- 
retaries. The rev. Ropert Newron attended as 
a delegate from the Wesleyan Methodist conference 
of England; the rev. Ryerson as general represen- 
tative of the Wesleyan church in North America, 
from Canada, and the rev. Mr. Stinson, as re- 
presentative of the mission department. 


Tide Water canal. This new and important ave- 
nue of cowmerce was so far completed as to be 
brought into operation last week, and will imme- 
diately commence conferring benefits upon com- 
munities spread over many hundreds of miles, in- 
cluding fertile regions, and many populous cities. 
The wholesome rivalry between the cities of Phi- 
ladelphia and Baltimore, for their respective shares 
of this trade, now commences—or rather, now as- 
sumes a new and commanding importance. The 
Cross Cut, or Chesapeake and Delaware caual, 
affords to the former city an avenue by which she 
can obtain a share thereof which will compensate 
her ina measure, for Pennsylvania, of which she is 
the cherished emporium, having granted by means 
of this Tide Water canal, a short connecting link, 
which will bring the emporium of Maryland into 
fair competition, for the trade that will find its way 
through the whole chain of Pennsylvania internai 
improvements. It was with a view of availing 
themselves of the trade that would reach the Chesa- 
peake, floated upon the waters of the Susquehanna 
from every region from which those waters descend, 
no less than in order to avail themselves of a share 
of the immense trade that is wafted by every breeze 
from the thousand shores that are watered by the 
Chesapeake bay, and its navigable tributaries, that 
induced the capitalists of Philadelphia to make so 
heavy an investment in the construction of the 
Chesapeake and Delaware canal, and whichis stated 
now to be in good serviceable condition, 


The Baltimoreans appear to appreciate the prize 
which they are now about to realize. All their 
public journals announce the arrival of the cargo 
of the jirst boat that passed out of the Tide Water 
canal into the Susqnuehanna—the Three Brothers, 
capt. Guendon, owned by J. & M. Milliken, of 
Lewistown, Mifflin county, Pennsylvania, with a 
cargo consisting of 451 bbls. of flour, 40 bbls. starch 
and 4 bbls butter, to Starr & Moreton; and on the 
26th ult. of the first four boats that reached Balti- 
more from the interior of Pennsylvania brought 
from Havre de Grace by the steam boat Patapsco, 
capt. Turner. They are the Judge Burnside, from 
Bald Eagle, with wheat toG. R. Vickers & Co.; 
the Judge Porter, from Lewisburg, with wheat to 
John Boggs & Co.; the Triumph, from Northumber- 
land, with wheat and furniture to John Boggs & 
Co. and McCorkell & Moore, and the Tide Water, 
from Harrisburg, with sundries for Lowry & Gill. 

Yesterday, says one of their daily journals, was 
an era in the history of our city’s prosperity, and as 
such should be suitably commemorated. It has 
been appprehended that difficulty would be expe- 
rienced in towing the boats through the bay, parti- 
cularly if any thing like a gale should arise. Yes- 
terday’s operations have dissipated all apprehension. 
Although the wind was high anda very heavy gust 
came up, no inconvenience was met with, save to 
the fresh water sailors, who became a little sea-sick 
on account of the swell. The boats will be taken 
back, we understand, on Tuesday. Two of the 
boats which came down, were built expressly for 
the bay navigation, but the others were such as are 
ordinarily used on canals. 

Havre de Grace, April 24. Sixteen canal boats 
have reached here since one o’clock to-day. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 

Domestic manufactures. The south is rapidly 
becoming independent in almost every branch of 
manufactures. There are in North Carolina alone, 
at this day, a greater number of factories of differ- 
ent kinds than ten years ago there were in the whole 
of the southern states. [Raleigh Register. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Education in South Carolina. Thesum of $40,326 





was appropriated last year for the support of free 





schools in South Carolina. 
and 8,867 scholars. 
MISSISSIPPI. 

Natchez under the hammer. The United States 
marshal has advertised the city hall with the mar- 
ket house and public square of the city of Natchez 
for sale, under an execution for the purchase of some 
lots, by the city, a few years since. 

LOUISIANA. 

Decline of real estate in New Orleans. The New 
Orleans Picayune, January 30th, informs us that 
eight lots situated in Tehoupitolas street, adjoining 
Julia street, with the appurtenances thereunto be- 
longing, sold yesterday in the St. Louis Exchange 
for $5,000 dollars. A few years since the same pro- 
pery brought $25,000. ci 

he sugar cropof Louisiana. From a memorial 
upon this subject, we learn that the annual crop is 
estimated at 70,000 hhds. or 70,000,000 of pounds 
of sugar, and 350,000 gallons of molasses. At 6 
cents for sugar, and 20 cents for molasses, the pro- 
duct of the crop would be $4,900,000, expenses 
reckoned at $2,000,000, the nett balance would be 
$2,900,000 or about 2 1-2 per cent. on the capital 
invested. At 5 cents for sugar and 17 cents for 
molasses, the nett product would yield 4 per cent. 
on the capital; at 4cents and 16 cents, the nett pro- 
duct will yield 2 8-10ths per cent. 

INDIANA. 

Indian disturbances. The Far West contains two 
letters from the settlers on the Nishnebotina to col. 
Kearney at fort Leavenworth, applying for a milita- 
ry force to protect them from apprehended incur- 
sions of the Indians. It appears that a band of 
Iowas, exceeding one hundred in number, have as- 
sumed a hostile attitude, destroyed some cattle and 
threatened to sack the remote settlements. A band 
of Ottoes had also crossed the river lower down, 
and committed similar acts of insubordination.— 
Capt. Boone left Fort Leavenworth immediately for 
the seat of danger, and was joined by several de- 
tachments of volunteers under general Atkinson, 
accompanied by major Daugherty, Indian agent.— 
The Far West expresses the belief that quiet will 
be restored. [ St. Louis Argus. 


There are 842 schools 


ILLINOIS. 

Illinois scrip. The board of public works, in Il- 
linois, have issued a large amount of serip, general- 
ly for sums of $100 and upwards. Some of them 
are issued for the continuance of the works on the 
canal, and others on account of the rail road.— 
They are drawn payable to bearer, at the bank of 
Illinois, to be paid with six per cent. interest, as 
soon as the stateisin funds. Large amounts of this 
scrip is now in our market, but passes very dull.-— 
Many merchants will not take it all, and those who 
do, generally ask a heavy discount. If there was 
any certainty as to when it would be redeemed, we 
have no doubt it would at once pass current, but 
under the existing doubts it is very difficult tomake 
it go. [ St. Louis Republican. 

MISSOURI. 

Temperance society. The annual meeting of the 
state temperance society have, for the ensuing year, 
elected the following officers: 

Vice-presidents—Artemas Bullard, John H. Field- 
ing, Thomas L. Anderson, P. F. Cowan, Robert 
Bollet, J. S. Fay, Amasa Jones, W. 8. Potts; eze- 
culive committee—Dr. F. Knox, Mr. Jos. Powell, 
reverend George C. Light, Mr. Willis King, Dr. 
Thoinas Jones; treasurer—Samuel T. Hyde; re- 
cording secretary—Wm. Downing; corresponding 
secretary—Samuel Knox, esq. 

They have also associated with the temperance 
society, in supporting the expenses of a travelling 
agent. The consideration of the new temperance 
pledge conforming to that of the American tem- 
perance union, was proposed and deferred to the 
next annual meeting. 

IOWA. 

A convention of the friends of temperance in the 
territory of Iowa assembled a short time since. at 
Burlington. Judge Mason presided, and Joseph T. 
Fales acted as secretary. A constitution was 
formed and adopted for a state temperance society, 
which met forthwith; and, the following is the pre- 
amble: 

In order that the great principles of virtue, mo- 
rality and temperance may be preserved and che- 
rished in this our infant though prosperous terri- 
tory, we, whose names are attached to this consti- 
tution, do hereby adopt the same, and acknowledge 
ourselves bound by its several restrictions and ob- 
ligations, , 

A resolution was adopted to employ a suitable 
agent. 

w Aner adopting the constitution, the society 
elected the following gentlemen as its officers for 
the ensuing year, viz: : 

President—governor Lucas; vice-president—chief 
justice Mason; secretary—Dr. J. M. Robertson; ¢- 
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eculive commitlee—general J. D. Learned, J. G. 
Edwards and Arthur Bridgeman; corresponding 
committee—Joseph ‘I. Fales, esq. J. Batchelor and 
Dr. E. James. 

FLORIDA. , 

A letter from Garey’s Ferry, (E. F.) published 
in the Army and Navy Chronicle, states that vari- 
ous and repeated trials have been made in pursuing 
the Indians by the bloodhounds, all of which have 

roved ineffectual. On one occasion the dogs were 
aid on, but would not follow up, the trail of two 
warriors whose rifles, pouches, &c. had been cap- 
tured half an hour previous, the Indians being so 
hotly pressed as to compel them to relinquish their 
much valued weapons. A second instance: when 
two Indians were shot near the head of Ahapopka 
lake, the dogs could not be induced to take the 
slightest notice. These and others, added to the 
trials made at Garey’s Ferry, in attempting to fol- 
low Indian Billy, and even the negro guide, are 
evidences sufficient in themselves to put an end to 
all reliance upon them for the service expected 


from them. 





SPEECH OF MR. CALHOUN, OF &. C. 
IN SENATE, MARCH 13, 1840. 

The following resolutions submitted by Mr. Cal- 
houn on the 4th inst. were taken up for considera- 
tion: 

Resolved, That a ship or a vessel on the high 
seas, in time of peace, engaged in a lawful voyage, 
is, according to the laws of nations, under the ex- 
clusive jurisdiction of the state to which her flag 
belongs; as much so as if constituting a part of its 
own domain. 

Resolved, That if such ship or vessel should be 
forced by stress of weather, or other unavoidable 
cause, into the port of a friendly power, she would, 
under the same laws, lose none ot the rights apper- 
taining to her on the high seas; but, on the contra- 
ry, she and her cargo and persons on board, with 
their property, and all the rights belonging to their 
personal rélations, as established by the laws of the 
state to which they belong, would be placed under 
the protection which the laws of nations extend to 
the unfortunate under such cirzumstances. 

Resolved, That the brig Enterprise, which was 
forced unavoidably by stress of weather into port 
Hamilton, Bermuda island, while on alawful voyage 
on the high seas from one port of the union to 
another, comes within the principles embraced in 
the foregoing resolutions; and that the seizure and 
detention of the negroes on board by the local au- 
thority of the island, was an act in violation of the 
laws of nations, and highly unjust to our own citi- 
zens to whom they belong. 


The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. Calhoun said: the case referred to in these 
resolutions is one of the three which has been for 
so long a period a subject of negotiation between 
our government and that of Great Britain, without, 
however, receiving the attention which, in my opi- 
nion, is due to the importance of the principle 
involved. The other two were those of the Coinet 
and Encomium. In order to have a clear under- 
standing of the bearing of these resolutions, and the 
principles they embrace, it will be necessary to 
give a brief narrative of each of these cases. 

The Comet is the first in order of time. She 
sailed from this District in the latter part of the 
year 1830, destined for New Orleans, having, 
among other things, a number of negroes on board. 
Her papers were regular, and the voyage in all re- 
spects lawful. She wasstranded on one of the false 
keys of the Bahama island, opposite to the coast of 
Florida, and almost in sight of our own shores. The 

ersons on board, including the negroes, were ta- 
sen by the wreckers, against the remonstrance of 
the captain and owners, into Nassau, New Provi- 
dence, where the negroes were forcibly seized and 
detained by the local authorities. 


The case of the Encomium is in almost every 
particular similar. It occurred in 1834. She sail- 
ed from Charleston, destined, also, to New Orleaus, 
with negroes on board, on a voyage, in like man- 
ner lawful, was stranded near the same place, 
taken in the same way, into the same port, where 
the negroes were also forcibly seized and detained 
by the local authorities. It so happens that I am 
personally acquainted with the owners of the ne- 
groes in this case. They were citizens of North 
Carolina, of high respectability, one of them re- 
cently president of the state senate, and their ne- 
groes were shipped for New Orleans, with the view 
of emigration and permanent settlement in one of 
the southwestern states. 

The other is the case of the Enterprise, referred 
to in the resolutions. She sailed, in 1835, from this 
District, destined for Charleston, South Carolina, 
and, like the others, on a lawful voyage, with regu- 





lar papers. She was forced, unavoidably, by stress 
of weather, into Port Hamilton, Bermuda island, 
where the negroes on board were, in like manner, 
forcibly seized and detained by the local authorities. 

The owners of the negroes, after applying in 
vain to the local authorities for their surrender, 
inade application to the government for redress of 
injury: and the result, after ten years’ negotiation, 
is, that the British government has agreed to com- 
pensate the owners of the Comet and Encomium, 
on the ground that these cases occurred before the 
act for the abolition of slavery in her colonies had 
gone into page and refused compensation in 
the case of the Enterprise because it occurred alter- 
wards. 

Such are the material facts, drawn from the cor- 
respondence itself, and admitted in the course of 
the negotiation. What I propose, in the first place, 
is to show that the principle, on which compensa- 
tion was allowed in the cases of the Comet and 
Encomium, embraces also that of the Enterprise; 
that no discrimination whatever, can be made be- 
tween them; and that in attempting to make a dis- 
crimination, tbe British minister has assumed the 
very point in controversy, or, to express it in more 
familiar language, has begged the question. I shall 
rest ny argument exclusively on the admissions ne- 
cessarily involved in the two cases, without looking 
to any other authority. They will be found, if I 
do not greatly mistake, ample of themselves for my 
purpose. 

What, then, is the principle necessarily involved, 
in allowing compensation in these cases? It will 
not be necessary to show that the allowance was 
not a mere act of gratuity to our citizens. Noone 
will suspect that. It was, on the contrary, reluc- 
tantly yielded, after years of negotiation, only on 
the conviction that the rights of our citizens in the 
negroes could no longer be disputed, and, of course, 
the injustice of their seizure and detention. This 
brings me to a question of vital importance in this 
discussion, to which I must ask the senate to give 
me its fixed attention; and that is, on what did this 
right of our citizens to the negroes rest? Not cer- 
tainly onthe British laws, either expressed or im- 
plied. So far otherwise, they expressly prohibited, 
in the broadest and most unqualified terms, persons 
from being brought in, or retained as slaves, under 
heavy penalty and forfeiture of property; declared 
the persons offending to be felons, and subjected 
them to be transported beyond sea, or to be confin- 
ed and kept at hard labor for a term of years.* But 
one answer can be given to the question: that it 
rested on the laws of their own country. It was 
only by thein they could possibly have a right to the 
negroes. And here we meet the vital question— 
how is it that a right resting on our Jaws should be 
valid and respected within the limits of the British 
domain, against the express prohibition of an act of 
parliament? 


The answer can only be found in the principles 
embraced in the first and second of these resolu- 
tions. The former affirms the acknowledged prin- 
ciple that a ship or vessel, on the high seas, in tine 
of peace, and engaged ina lawful voyage, is, by 
the laws of nations, under the exclusive jurisdiction 
of the state to which her flag belongs; and the se- 
cond, that if forced by stress of weather, or other 
unavoidable cause, into a port of a friendly power, 
she would lose none of the rights appertaining to 
her on the high seas; but, on the contrary, she, 
with her cargo and persons on board, including their 
property and all the rights belonging to their per- 
sonal relations, would be placed under the protec- 
tion which the law of nations extends tothe unfor- 
tunate in such cases. 


It is on this solid basis that the rights of our citi- 
zens rested. The laws ot nations, by their para- 
mount authority, overruled, in those cases, the mu- 
nicipal laws of Great Britain, even within her ter- 
ritorial limits; and it was to their authoritative 
voice that her government yielded obedience in 
compensating our citizens for the violation of rights 
placed under their sacred protection. 

Having now established the principle necessarily 
implied in the allowance of compensation in the 
cases of the Comet and Encomium, it will be an 
easy task to show that it equally embraces the case 
of the Enterprise. It is admitted by the British 
minister, that there is no other distinction between 
it and the other two, except that it occurred before, 
and the others after, the act abolishing slavery in 
the colonies went into operation; and it must, of 
course, be equally comprehended in the principles 
embraced in the first and second resolutions, in 
virtue of which compensation was made, as has 
been shown; unless indeed that act had the effect 





*See act.to amend and consolidate the laws relating 
to the abolition of the slave trade, 5th sec. 4c. p. 113, 
6 vol. Evan’s Statutes. 





of preventing it, which J shall now show it could 
not, according to the law of nations. 

A simple but decisive view will be sufficient for 
this purpose. I have just shown that the act of 
parliament, for abolishing the slave trade, although 
it expressly prohibited the introduction of slaves 
within the limits of the British territory, or de- 
taining them in that condition, when brought in, so 
far from overruling, were overruled by the princi- 
ples embraced in these resolutions. If that act did 
not overrule the laws of nations in those cases, how, 
I ask, could the act for the abolition of slavery in 
the colonies overrule them in a case in every essen- 
tial circumstance acknowledged to be the same? 
Can a possible reason be assigned? The authority 
by which the two were enacted is the same, and the 
one as directly applicable to the case as the other. 
If, indeed, there be a difference, the one for the 
abolition of the slave trade is, of the two, the most 
applicable. That act directly prohibits the intro- 
duction of slaves within the British dominion, in 
the most unqualified manner, or the retaining them, 
when introduced in that condition; while the ob- 
Ject of the act for the abolition of slavery in the 
colonies, was to emancipate those who were such 
under the authority of the British laws. It is true, 
it abolishes slavery in the British dominions, but 
that is no more than had previously been done, as 
far as slaves brought into her dominions were con- 
cerned, by the act for abolishing the slave trade. 
And yet we see that act was overruled by the law 
of nations, in the case of the Comet and Encomium. 
How, then, is it possible that of two laws, enacted 
by the same authority, both being equally applica- 
ble, the one, when applied to the same case, should 
be overruled by the law of nations, and the other 
overrule it? It is clear that itis impossible; anid 
that if the one cannot divest the rights of our citi- 
zens, neither can the other; and, of course, that the 
principle on which compensation was allowed in the 
cases of the Encomium and the Comet, equally 
embraces that of the Enterprise. Both acts were, 
in truth, but municipal laws; and, as such, neither 
could overrule the laws of nations, nor divest our 
citizens of their rights in the case under considera- 
tion, In the nature of things, the Jaws of nations, 
which have for their object the regulation of the 
intercourse of states, must be paramount to muni- 
cipal laws, where their provisions happen to come 
into conflict. If not, they would be without autho- 
rity. If this be so, there can be no discrimination 
between the three cases, and all ought to be allowed; 
or, if not, none; and, in that case, our citizens 
would have no just claim for compensation in 
either. It follows, that the principle which em- 
braces one embraces all. ‘There can be no just dis- 
tinction between them; and I shall next proceed to 
show, that, in attempting to make a distinction 
where there is no difference, the British negotiator 
las been compelled to assume the very point in 
controversy between the two governments. In dos 
ing this, I propose to follow his argument, step by 
ar and prove the truth of my assertion at each 
step. 

He sets out with laying down the rule, by which 
he asserts that those claims should be decided, 
which, he says, ‘is, that those claimants must be 
considered entitled to compensation, who were law- 
fully in possession of their slaves within the Bri- 
tish territory, and who were disturbed in their legal 
possession of those slaves by functionaries of the 
British goverument.” I object not to the rule. If 
our citizens had no right to their slaves, at an 
time after they entered the British territory—that 
is, if the mere fact of entering extinguished all 
right to them, (for that is the amount of the rule), 
they could of course have no claim on the British 
government, for the plain reason that the local au- 
thority, in seizing and detaining the negroes, seized 
and detained what, by supposition, did not belong 
to them. That is clear enough; but let us see the 
application: it is given in afew words. He says: 
“now the owners of the slaves on board the Enter- 
prise never were Jawfully in possession of those 
slaves within the British territory;” assigning tor 
reason, “that before the Enterprise arrived at Ber- 
inuda, slavery had been abolished in the British 
empire’’—an assertion which I shall show, in asub- 
sequent part of my remarks, to be erroneous. From 
that, and that alone, he comes to the conclusion, 
“that the negroes on board the Enterprise had, by 
entering within the British jurisdiction, acquired 
tights which the local courts were bound to pro- 
tect.” Such certainly would have been the case if 
they had been brought in, or entered voluntarily. 
He who enters voluntarily the territorv of another 
state, tacitly submits himself, with all his rights, to 
its laws, and is as much bound to submit to them as 
its citizens or subjects. No one denies that; but 
that is not the present case. They entered not 
voluntarily, but from necessity; and the very point 
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at issue is, whether the Britis municipal laws 
could divest their owners of property in theirslaves 
on entering British territory, in cases such as the 
Enterprise, when the vessel has been forced into 
their territory by necessity, through an act of Pro- 
vidence, to save the lives of those on board. We 
deny they can, and maiutain the opposite ground: — 
that the law of nations in such cases i.terposes and 
protects the vessel and those on board. with their 
rights, against the municipal laws of the state, to 
which they have never submitted, and to which it 
would be crue! and inhuman, as well as unjust, to 
subject them. Such is clearly the point at issue be- 
tween tne two’ governinents; and it is not less clear, 
that it is the very point assumed by the British ne- 
gotiator in the controversy. 

He fell, in assuming his ground, that the general 
principle was against him, according the which, the 
municipal laws yield to the laws of nations in such 
case; and in order to take himself out of its opera- 
tion, he attempted to make a distinction equally 
novel and untenable. He asserts ‘that there is a 
distinction between laws bearing on the personal 
liberty of man, and laws bearing upon the property 


fortify it, He says: *if, iadeed, a municipal law be 
made, which violates the laws of nations, a ques- 
tion of another kind may arise. Bat the municipal 
‘law which forbids slavery, is no violation of the 
laws of nations. It is, on the contrary, in strict 
harmony with the laws of nations; and, therefore, 
when slaves are liberated, according to such muni- 
cipal law, there is no wrong done, and there can be 
no compensation granted;” a position pregnant with 
meaning, as will hereafler appear, but I must say, 
like all his others, a mere assumption of the poitit 
at issue, expressed in vague and indefinite language. 

If, in asserting that a municipal law abolishing 
slavery is not a violation of the laws of nations, it 
is meant that it is not a violation of those laws fora 
state to abolish slavery which exists under its au- 
thority, it may be readily admitted, without preju- 
dice to the rights of our citizens in the case in ques- 
tion, thouzh it is a little remarkable, that the Bri- 
tish government allowed compensation to theirown 
subjects by this very act under which slavery was 
abolished—anuthority in direct contradiction to the 
assertion that no coinpenzation can be granted, 





rty -when the act is applied to the case of our citizens, 
which man may claim in irrational animals or in- 


animate things;’’ and concedes “that if a ship, con- | 


forced, without their consent, into its territory. 
But if, instead of that, it be meant that all muni- 


taining such animals or things, were driven by ‘cipal laws, not in violation of the laws of nations, 
stress of weather into a foreign port, it would be|are valid against those laws, when they come in 


highly unjust that the owner should be stripped of 
what belongs to him, through the application of the 
municipal law of the state'to which he had not vo- 
luntary subinitted himself.” Yes, it would be both 
unjust and inbuinan; and because it would be so, it 
is contrary to the law of nations, which is but the 
rules of justice and humanity applied to the inter- 
course of nations: and therefore it is that it inter- 
poses in cases like the present, and places under ifs 
protection the rights of the unfortunate, even against 
the municipal laws of the place. 

But he asserts that the principle does not extend 
to the cases in which rights of property in persons 
are concerned, (for such must be the meaning, or 
it is wholly irrelevant to the question at issue), 
because “there are three parties to the transaction; 
the owner of the cargo, the local authority, and the 
alleged slave; and the third party is no less entitled 
than the first to appeal to the local authority for such 

rotection as the law of the land may afford him.” 

his is the position on which the British negotiator 
mainly rests his argument; and if this fails, the 
whole must fall to the ground. It is not difficnil to 
see, from wiiat ke says of two parties appealing to 
the local authority, that he tacitly puts aside the 
law of nations, and assumes the parties to be under 
the municipal law of the place; and, also, that those 
laws, and not the law of nations, are the standard 
by which their rights are to be judged; but is it not 
manifest this is an assumption, in another form, of 
the point in controversy? Against it, unsustained 
and unsustainable, by authority or reason, [ shall 
oppose what, to him, must be the highest authority: 
that of the British government itseli—in the cases 
of the Comet and Encomiuim, backed by unan- 
swerable reasons. 

It the distinction be true at all, between proper- 
ty in persons and property in things, or irrational 
aniinals, it was, to the full as applicable to those 
cases as it isto that of the Enterpise. In them the 
right of property in persons was involved, and the 
three parties included, to the same extent, as in 
that. Nor was personal liberty less concerned. As 
far as British laws could aifect the rights of our 
citizens, the negroes belonging to the Co:net and 
Eacemium were as free as those bolonging to the 
Enterprise. An act of parliament, as has been 
shown, forbade their introduction, and forfeited the 
rights of their owners, thereby making them free 
with rights to maintain, as far as British legislation 
could make thei so; and yet, after full and mature 
investigation and reflection for the space of ten 
years, it was adinitted that the samme rule applied to 
thein, which, it is conceded, would apply tn similar 
cases to property in things, or irrational aniwnals. 
Now, I ask, if the act for the abolition of the slave 
trade, which directly forbids the introduction of ne- 
groes as slaves, and forfeits the ri_hts of their own- 
ers, did not, as we have seen, justify the distinction 
in the cases of the Comet and Encomiuin, now at- 
tempted to be made between the two descriptions 
of property, how could the act for the abolition of 
slavery justify it in the case of the Enterprise? In 
the former, there were all the parties, with their 
respective rights, just the same as in the latter; and 
if the local authorities were not bound to recognise 
and protect the negroes in the one case, why, I ask, 
were they in the other? Cana satisfactory answer 
be given? And, if not, what becomes of the dis- 
tinction, with all its consequences, attempted to be 
deduced from il? 

The British negotiator, as if conscious of the 
weakness of the position, attempts immediately to 


conflict with them, how can the distinction, attempt- 
ed to be drawn between the rights of property in 
things, or irrational animals, and in persons, be 
justified? or how can the allowance of compensa- 
lion in the cases of the Comet and Encomium be 
explained? I put the question. Was the law for 
the abolition of the slave trade, a violation of the 
laws of nations? And if not a violation, as it cer- 
tainly was not, how came cornpensation to begrant- 
ed in those cases? Can an answer be given? And if 
not, what becomes of the distinction attempted to 
be taken? 


But another meaning may be intended; that it 
was no violation of the law of nations to extend 
the act, for the abolition of slavery in the British 
territories, to cases such as the Enterprise. If that 
is intended, it would be like all the other distinc- 
tions which have been attempted—but an assump- 
tion of the point in controversy. 


I have now stated, in his own words, every argu- 
ment advanced by the British negotiator to sustain 
the distinction which he has attempted between the 
cases of the Comet and Encomium, and that of the 
Enterprise, and have, I trust, established, beyond 
coutroversy, that there is no rational ground what- 
ever for the distinction When again pressed on 
the subject by our minister, who was not satisfied 
with his arguments, he assumed the broad ground 
that Great Britain had the right to forbid the recog- 
nition of slavery within her territory; and as our 
claim was inconsistent with such right, it could not 
be allowed, and on this closed the correspondence. 
It is easy to see, if she has such right, in the broad 
and unqualified sense in which it is laid aown, and 
applied to the case in question, it extends to all 
rights whatever, whether it be right of property in 
things and irrational animals, or growing out of 
personal relations, whether founded in consent or 
not. All are either the creatures of positive enact- 
ments, or subject to be regulated and controlled by 
muricipal laws; and she has just the the same right 
to prohibit the recognition of any one or all of those 
rights within her territory, as the one in question. 
But who can doubt that such prohibition, if exiend- 
ed to cases of distress, such as the Enterprise, 
would be a most flagrant violation of the laws of 
nations, as understood and acted on by all civilized 
nations, and even as adinittted and acted on by her- 
self, in the cases of the Comet and Encomium? 


To us this is not a mere abstract question, nor 
one simply relating to the free use of the high seas. 
It comes nearer home. It is one of free and safe 
passage from one port to another of our union; as 
much so to us, as a question touching the free and 
safe use of the channels between England and Ire- 
land on the one side, and the opposite coast of the 
continent on the other, would be to Great Britain. 


To understand its deep importance to us, it must 
be borne in mind, that the island of Bermuda lies 
but a short distance off our coast, and that the chan- 
nel between the Bahama islands and Florida is not 
less than two hundred miles in length, and on an 
average not more than fifty wide; and that. through 
this long, narrow and difficult channel, the immense 
trade between our ports on the Gulf of Mexico and 
the Atlantic coast must pass, which, at no distant 
period, wil constitute more than half of the trade 
of the union. The principle set up by the British 
governinent, if carried out to its full extent, would 
do much to close this all important channel, by ren- 











dering it too hazardous for use. She has only to 
give an indefinite extention to the principle applied 





to the case of the Enterprise, and the work would 
be done; and why has she not as good a right to ap- 
ply it to a cargo of sugar or cotton, as to the slaves 
who produced it? 

I have now, | trust, established, to the satisfaction 
of the senate, what [ proposed when I commenced; 
that the principle on which compensation was al- 
lowed in the cases of the Comet and Encomium, 
equally embraces that of the Enterprise; that no 
just distinction can be made between them; and that 
the British negotiator, in attempting te make a dis- 
tinction, was forced to assume the point in eontro- 
versy. And here I might conclude my remarks, as 
far as these resolutions are concerned; but there are 
other questions connected with this subject, not less 
important, which demand attention, and which I 
shall now proceed to consider. 

It is impossible to read the correspondence be-% 
tween the two governments without the impression’ 
that the question involved in the negotiation was 
one of deep embarrassment to the Brittsh ministry. 
The great length of the negotiation, considering the 
simplicity and paucity of the points involved, the 
long delay before an answer could be had at all, 
and the manifest embarrassment in making the dis- 
tinction between the cases allowed and the one re- 
jected, plainly indieate that there was some seeret, 
unseen difficulty in the way, not directly belonging 
to the questions involved inthe cases. What was 
that difficulty? If I mistake not, it will be found io 
the condition of things in England, and especially 
in reference to those in power. It is my wishto 
do the ministry ample justice, as I believe they 
were desirous of doing us; but it is not to be dis- 
guised that there was no sinall difficulty in the way, 
from the state of things under which they acted, 
and which I shall next explain. 

The present whig ministry held, and still hold, 
their power, as is well known, by a precarious te- 
nure, Their party is, in fact, in a minority, and can 
only support theinselves against the powerful party 
in opposition, by such adventitious aid as can be 
conciliated. Among the sutdivisions of party in 
Great Britain, the abolition interest is one of no 
little power; and it will be seen at once, that the 
q'testion involved in the negotiation is one in refe- 
rence to which they would have no little sensibility. 
Like all other fanatics, they have little regard either 
to reason or justice, where the object of their en- 
thusiasm is concerned. To do us justice, without 
offending such a party, in such a case, was no easy 
task; and to offend thei, without losing the ascen- 
dency of their party, and the reins of government, 
was almost impossible. The ministry had to act 
under these conflicting considerations; and I intend 
no disrepect in saying that the desire of conciliating 
so strong a party, and thereby retaining place, when 
Opposed to the demands of justice, could not be 
without its weight. The course, accordingly, 
taken, was such as might have been anticipated 
from these opposing motives. To satisfy our ur- 
gent claim for justice, compensation was allowed 
in two of the eases, and to avoid offending a pow- 
erful and zealous party, a distinction was taken 
between them and the other, the effects of which 
would be to close the door against future demands 
of the kind. I mean not to say, that deliberate and 
intentional injustice was done; but simply, that 
these conflicting causes, which it is obvious, from 
the circumstances of the case, must bave been in 
operation, would, by a natural and an unseen bias, 
lead to that result. 

But another question of far greater magnitude, 
growing out of the foregoing, presents itself for con- 
sideration: to what must that resuit finally lead, if 
Great Britain should persist in the decision which 
it has made? I hold it impossible for her to main- 
tain the position she has taken. She must abandon 
it as untenable, and take one of two other positions; 
either that her municipal laws are paramount to the 
law of nations, when they come into confliet; or 
that slavery—the right of man to hold property in 
man—is against the law of nations. It is only on 
the one or other of these suppositions that the act 
for abolishing slavery can have the force she attri- 
butes to it. 

The former she cannot take, without virtually 
abolishing the entire system cf international laws. 
She could not think of assuming that her municipal 
laws were paramount, without admitting those of 
other states also to be so; which would be to annual 
the system, and substitute in its place universal 
violence, discord and conflict. This would force 
her on the other alternative, which, if it were true, 
would give her a solid foundation for the rejection 
of our claim, on the incontestable principle that the 
laws of nations would not enforce that which violates 
themselves. Nor are there wanting indications, in 
the correspondence, (to some of which I have al- 
luded), that the position she has taken in reference 
to the Enterprise, is but preliminary to the adoption 
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of that alternative. There are, however, many diffi- 
culties to be got over, before she can openly take it 

{t would require, in the first place, no small share 
of etfroutery, fora nation which has been the greatest 
slave dealer on earth; a nation which has dragged a 
greater number of Africans from their native shoves 
to people her possessions, and to sell to others, and 
which forced vur ancestors to purchase slaves froin 
her against their remonstrance, while colonies, (net 
iuprobably the ancestors of the owners of those 
slaves. to purchase the ancestors of the slaves, for 
which she now refuses compensation), it would, I 
repeat, require no sinall effrontery to turn round and 
declare that she neither bad, nor could have, the 
right to the property she sold us, nor could we, 
without deep crime, retain possession. We all 
know what such conduct would be called among in- 
dividuals, without, indeed, foilowed by a tender back 
of the purchase money, with ample compensation 
for dawages; and there is no good reason why it 
should be called by a less harsh epithet, when ap- 
plied to the conduct of nations. 

But there is another difficulty. The avowal of 
the principle would place ber in conflict with all 
the authorities on the law of nations, and the custom 
of all ages, past and present; and would bring her 
into collision with all nations whose institutions 
would be outlawed by the avowal, and what, per- 
haps, she would most regard, it would put her in 
conflict with herself. Yes, she who refused to coin- 
pensate our citizens for property unjustly seized and 
detained under her authority, on the ground that she 
had forbade the recognition of slavery in her territo- 
ry, had then, and has, at this day, hundreds of thou- 
sauds of slaves in the most wretched condition, held 
by her subjects in her eastern possessions; and worse, 
by herseli. With all her boast, she is a slaveholder, 
and hires out and receives hire for slaves. I speak 
on high aathority—the Asiatic Journal for 1833, 
printed in her own metropolis. 

Here the secretary read the following extracts 
from page 221: 

*- Government of slaves in Mulabar. We know that 
there is not a servant of goverument, in the south of 
ludia, who is not intimately acquainted with the 
alaruning fact, that hundreds of thousands of his fel- 
low creatures are fettered Gown for lite to the de- 
graded destiny of slavery. We know that these 
unfortunate beings are not, as is the case in other 
countries, serfs of the svil, and incapable of being 
transierred, at the pleasure of their owners, from one 
estate to another. No, they are daily sold like 
cattle, by one proprietor to another; the husband is 
separated from the wile, and the parent froim the 
child. They are loaded with every indignity; the 
utinost possible quantily of labor is exacted from 
them, and the most meagre fare that human nature 
can possibly subsist on is doled out to support theim. 
The slave population is composed of a great variety 
of classes: the descendants of those who have been 
taken prisoners in time of war, persons who have 
been kiduapped from the neighboring states, people 
who have been born under such circuinstances as that 
they are considered without the pale of the ordinary 
castes; and others who have been smuggled from 
the coast of Alrica, torn from their country and 
their kindred, and destined to a more wretched lot, 
and, as will be seen, to a more enduring captivity 
than their brethren of the western world. Will it 
be believed, that government itself participates in 
this description of property; that it actually holds 
possession of slaves, and lets them out for hire to 
the cultivators of the country, the rent of a whole 
fainily being two fanains, or half a rupee per an- 
nuin.’’ 

But why dwell on these comparatively few slaves? 
The whole of Hindostan, with the adjacent posses- 
sions, is one imagnificent plantation, peopled by 
more than one hundred milions of slaves, belong- 
ing to a company of gentlemen in England, called 
the East India company, whose power is far more 
unlimited and despotic than that of any southern 
planter over his slaves—a power upheld by the 
sword and bayonet, exacting more and leaving less 
by far of the product of their labor to the subject 
race, than is left under our own system, with much 
jess regard to their comfort in sickness and age. 
This vast system of servitude carries with itself the 
elements of increase: not, it is true, by the African 
slave trade, but by means not less inhuman; that of 
organizing the subject race into armies, and ex- 
hausting their strength and life in reducing all 
around to the same state of servitude. 

Bat it may be said, that the East India company 
is but a departinent of the British government, 
through which it exercises its control, and holds in 
subjection that vast region. Be itso. I stickle not 
for uice distinctions. But how stands the case un- 
der this aspect? Ifit be contrary to the laws of na- 
ture or nations, for man to hold man in subjection 


individually, is it not equally contrary for a body of} 











men to hold another in subjection? And if that be 
true, is it not as much so for one nation to hold 
another in subjection? If man individually has an 
absolute right to self-government, have not men 
aggregated into states, or nations, an equal right?— 
Ii there be a difference, is not the right the more 
perfect in a people, or nation, than in the individuals 
who compose it? And is not the subjection of one 
people to another usually accoinpanied with, at least, 
as much abuse, cruelty and oppression, as that of 
one individual to another? Is it possible to make a 
distinction which shall justify the one and con- 
demn the other? And if not, what right, then, I ask, 
has Great Britain to hold India in subjection, if it be 
contrary to the laws of nature, or nations, for one 
man to hold another in subjection? Or, what right 
to hold Canada, or her numerous subject colonies, 
all over the globe? Or, to come nearer to the point, 
in what light does it place her boasted abolition of 
slavery in the West Indies? What has she, in reali- 
ty, done there but to break the comparatively mild 
and guardian authority of the master, and to substi- 
tute in its place her own direct and unlimited power? 
What but to replace the overseer, by the army, the 
sheriff, the constable, and the tax collector? Has she 
made her slaves free? Given them the right of self- 
government! Is it not mockery to call their pre- 
sent subject condition freedom? What would she 
call it, if it were hers—if, by some calamity to her 
and the civilized world, she shonld fall under similar 
subjection to France, or some other power? Would 
she call that freedom, or the most galling and into- 
lerable slavery? 

But I approach near home. I cross the Atlantic, 
passing unnoticed subjugated [reland, with her eight 
inillions of people, and only ninety thonsand voters, 
and placing myself on the boasted shores of England 
herself, I ask, how will the principle work there? 

It was estimated by Burk, if my memory serves 
me, shortly before the beginning of this century, 
that the British public, estimating as such all who 
exercised influence over the government, did not 
exceed 200,000 individuals. Since then jt has, no 
doubt, greatly increased by the extension of the 
right of suffrages and other causes. Say that it has 
trebled or quadrupled, and, to be liberal, that it 
amounts to seven or eight hundred thousand. In 
this small portion, then, is vested the supreme con- 
trol and dominion over the twenty-five millions, 
which constitutes the population of the British isles. 
If, then, it be contrary to the laws of nature or na- 
tions for man to hold man in subjection, or one na- 
tion another, how can a small part or class of a 
community hold the rest? Or on what principle, 
according to that maxim, can these few hundred 
thousands hold so many millions? If the right of 
self-government forbids the subjection of one man 
to another, does it not equally forbid that of a small 
portion of the community over the residue? And, 
if so, must not the maxim terminate in the ut er 
overthrow of the present political and social systein 
of Great Britain, and the rest of Europe? 

What a picture is presented to the mind in con- 
templating the present state of thing in England!— 
We behold a small island in the Gerinan ocean, un- 
der the absolute control of a few hundred thousand 
individuals, holding an unlimited subjection not 
less than one hundred and fifty millions of human 
beings, dispersed over every part of the globe, mak- 
ing not less than two hundred to each of the domi- 
nant class; and yet that class propagating a maxiin, 
with more than missionary zeal, that strikes at the 
foundation of this mighty power! I would say to 
her and other powers impelled by like madness.— 
You are attempting what will prove impossible.— 
You lay down a maxim which you would lismit in 
its application, so as to suit your own safety and 
convenience. Vain hope in this inquiring and in- 
vestigating age. You cannot make a monopoly of 
a principle so as to vend it for your own benefit. 
It will be carried out to its ultimate results, when its 
reaction will be terrific on your social and political 
condition. Already it begins to show its fruits. 
The subject mass of your population, under the 
name of chartista, are now clamoring for the benefit 
of the maxim, as applied to themselves. They de- 
mand practically, in their case, the benefit of the 
principle you propogate at a distance; and for so do- 
ing, are cut down without mercy. My object is not 
to censure the course adopted towards them. It is 
not for me to judge what your safety may require. I 
ain simply showing that the maxim on which you 
profess to act in relation to the West India colonies, 
and which you must apply to our case, in order to 
sustain your decision, begins to be applied to your 
own at home, It is only the beginning. Already 
it ia passing into a higher and more intellectual 
class, who are applying it to the present social and 
political condilion of Europe, A body of men, not 
inconsiderable either for numbers or talents, on the 
continent of Europe, and particularly in France, are 





busy in making such application. They are’ men 
not of a character to stop short, or be intimidated 
by final results. Already they proclaim that social 
or political slavery—that which results from the 
subjection of the great mass of society to the small 
governing class, is worse than domestic slavery— 
that which exists within the southern portion of our 
union, in its mildest and most mitigated form. In 
illustration, I will read an extract from the Paris 
correspondent of the National Intelligencer, said to 
be Mr. Walsh, taken from the work of the Abbe 
Latmannais: 

The Abbe exclaims—‘“In good sooth, I am not 
in the least astonished that so many, viewing only 
the material side of things, and the present separat- 
ed from the future, should, in the midst of our Letek: 
ed civilizatioa, regret the ancient domestic slavery. 
Thirty-three millions of Frenchmen, true serfs of 
this era, crouch ignomeniously under the domination 
of two hundred thonsand privileged masters, and 
supreme dispensers of their lot. Such is the fruit of 
our struggles for half a century. Slaves arise and 
break your chains! let them no longer degrade in 
you the nameofiman! Eighteen centuries of Chris- 
tianity have elapsed, aud we still live under the 
pagan system.” 

To this I add another extract, taken from another 
of the public journals, which will give some idea 
what are the fruits of slavery in the form so vehe- 
mently denounced by the Abbe: 

“England and Ireland. It’s enough to make 
one’s heart bleed, if all were true, in the winter 
pictures drawn of the starved, suffering condition 
of the peasantry in the bogs—their cabins inundat- 
ed with rains and mud—the bodies of the laborers 
saturated with wet, sleeping on fireless hearths, 
and peat at the exorbitant price of a penny a 
sod—too exhorbitant to cook the very few potatoes 
they may have, Parallel to these scenes the Eng- 
lish operatives are stated to be reduced to dire ex- 
treimity, and around these dark and gloomy spots, 
we have narratives of the luxurious and voluptuous 
life led by the favored few of the gentry and no- 
bility.” 

Af pach is the condition of what the Abbe calls 
“the serfs of this era’? in the most civilized country 
in Europe, well may our domestic slave, in the 
midst of plenty, and under the guardian care of a 
master, identified with him in interest, rejoice at 
his comparative happy condition. The exaggerat- 
ed picture, drawn by the most infuriated abolition- 
ist, can find nothing in the whole region of the 
south to equal this picture of misery and want; and 
yet it is Great Britain, wherein such a contrast of 
wretchedness and voluptuousness exists, that wages 
such unrelenting hostility against domestic slavery! 
She wars against herself. The maxim she now 
pushes against others, will, in turn, be pushed 
against her. She is preparing the way for univer- 
sal discord, within and without. The movement 
began with Wilberforce, and other misguided men 
like him, who, although humane and benevolent, 
looked at the surface of things, with little know- 
ledge of the springs of human action, or the princi- 
ples on which the existing social aud political fabric 
of Europe rests; and I may add, like all other enthu- 
siasts, without much regard, as to the means em- 
ployed in accomplishing a favorite object. 

There never before existed on this globe a nation 
that presented sucha spectacle as G. Britain does at 
this moment. She seeins to be actuated by the most 
opposite and conilicting motives, While apparently 
actuated by so wuch zeal, on this side of the Cape of 
Good Hope, in the cause of humanity and hberty, 
she appears to be actuated, on the other side, by a 
spirit of conquest and domination not surpassed 
by Rome, in the haughtiest days of the republic. 
Sne has just subjected and added to her vast empire 
in the east, the country between India and Persia; 
and is at this moment, if we are to believe recent 
accounts, preparing an extensive expedition against 
the oldest of nations, containing a population not 
less than a fourth of the human race—a nation that 
has lived through generations of nations, and which 
was old and civilized before the governments of 
Western Europe came into existence; I need scarce- 
ly say I referto China. Let me add to her other 
claims to respect and veneration, that, of all despo- 
tic governments, it seems to me, (judging from the 
seanty evidence we have of a people so secluded), 





it is the wisest and most parental. And for what, 
if we may believe report, is Great Britain about to 
wage war against this venerable and peaceful peo- 
ple? To foree on thein the use of opium, the pro- 
duct of her slaves on her Hindu plantation, against 
the resistance of the Chinese government. And 
what is the extent and character of this trade? It 
is caleulated it would have reached, the last year, 
bad it not been interrupted, forty thousand chests, 
or more than five millions of pounds, worth about 





twenty millions of dollars, sufficient, by estimate, 
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to supply thirteen or fourteen millions of opium. 
sinokers, and to cause a greater destruction of lile 
annually, than the aggregate number of negroes in 
the British West India colonies, whose condition 
has been the cause of so much morbid syinpathy. 
It is against the trade in this pernicious and poison- 
ous drug, carried on by fraud and sinuggling, that 
the Chinese government has taken the most ener- 

etic and decisive measures, as it was called to do 

y the highest consideration of policy and humani- 
ty. Of all deaths, none is more wretched than that 
occasioned by this seductive but fatal drug. The 
subject slowly expires, with all the powers and 
functions of mind and body completely exhausted, 
a spectacle odious to behold. be 

Such is the trade which, it is said, the expedition 
is intended to enforce. against the decrees of the 
Chinese government. The rumor, I hope, is ground- 
less. I hope, for the honor of England—for the 
honor of modern civilization, and the Christian 
name—-that its object is far different; and that, in- 
stead of enforcing a traffic so abominable, it is in- 
tended to co-operate with the wise and humane 
policy of the Chinese governinent in suppressing it; 
and that, so far from aiding smugglers and ruffians, 
it is intended to seize and punish them, as they de- 
serve. If, however, rumor should prove true, what 
a contrast it would exhibit between the conduct of 
Great Britain in that and this quarter of the globe? 
- There, we find her extending her power and do- 
minion, regardless of justice or humanity; while 
here, we find her in the depth of sympathy for a 
band of negroes, brought into our ports under a sus- 

icion of murder and oe + intermeddling in their 
Behalt with our own and the Spanish goveruments 
—and that, too, at the solicitation of an abolition 
society of her own subjects! Strange as this may 
seein, itis true. I hold in my hand evidence of the 
fact, which I request the secretary to read. 

The secretary then read the following: 

“ Foreign office London, Dec. 23, 1839. 

“Srr—With reference to the memorial of the Glas- 
gow Emancipation society, dated the 25th of Octo- 
ber last, on behalf of the negroes who took posses: 
sion of the Aimistad, and were subsequently carried 
to New London, in the United States of Ainerica, I 
am directed by viscount Palmerston to state to you, 
for the information of the above mentioned society, 
that his lordship has directed her majesty’s minister 
at Washington to interpose his good offices in their 
behalf, in order that they may be restored to liberty; 
and his lordship has further instructed her majesty’s 
charge d’affaires at Madrid to call upon the Spanish 
governinent to issue, immediately, strict orders to 
the authorities of Cuba, that if the request of the 
Spanish minister at Washington is complied with, 
the negroes in question may be put in possession of 
their liberties. . 

“Her majesty’s charge d’affaires at Madrid has 
likewise been instructed to urge the Spanish govern- 
ment to cause the laws against the slave trade to 
be enforced against Messrs. Ruiz and Montez, and 
against all other Spanish subjects concerned in the 
transaction in question. 

“I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

«WwW. FOX STRANGWAYS. 

“Wm. P. Patton, esq. &c. Glasgow. — 

Yes, strange ways, indeed, if it might be per- 
mitted on so grave an occasion, to allude toa name. 
Strange ways—making millions of slaves in one 
hemisphere—forcing by fire and sword the poison- 
ous product of their labor on an old and civilized 

eople, while, in another, interposing in a flood 
of sympathy, in behalf of a band of barbarous slaves, 
with hands imbrued with blood! I trust such 
officious intermedling will be met as it deserves.— 
Has it come to this, that we cannot touch a subject 
connected with an African, without the interference 
of another government, at the solicitation of a fo- 
reign society, instigated, no doubt, by a foreign fac- 
tion among ourselves?’ I mean not a faction of fo- 
reigners, but of our own people, who, in their fana- 
tical zeal have lost every feeling belonging to an 
American, and transferred their allegiance to a fo- 
reign power. 

In making these remarks I have not been actu- 
ated by feelings of hostility towards Great Britain. 
My motive is far different. With all her faults I 
admire and esteem her for many and great quali- 
ties. My desire is peace. It is the wish of the 
civilized world; and I would regard war between 
the two kindred people as among the greatest of ca- 
lamities. But justice is indispensable to peace 
among nations. Our maxim ought to be, neither 
to do nor to submit to wrong; to ask for nothing but 
justice, and to accept nothing less; but never dis- 
turb peaceful relations till every means of obtaining 
justice has been tried in vain. I have in this case 
acted in that spirit. I believe, solemnly, that. jus- 
tice has been withheld. To prove that, has been 
my object, I trust I have done it to the satisfaction 








of the senate. J also believe that justice has been 
withheld on grounds utterly untenable, and which, 
if persisted in, must lead, in the end, to the avowal 
of a principle, on the part of Great Britain, that 
must strike a fatal blow at the peace of the two 
countries; and, in its reaction, on the social and po- 
litical condition of Great Britain and the rest of 
Europe. Thus believing, I have attempted to point 
to some of the disastrous consequences which must 
follow, with the view of rousing attention to the 
question at issue between the two governments, and 
in the case under consideration, in order to obtain 
redress of injury. If, in making my remarks, I 
have assailed her, itis because we have been as- 
sailed, as I conceive, in assuming the principle on 
which justice has been withheld. 

The immediate object I had for introducing these 
resolutions was, to take the sense of the senate on 
the subject tu which they refer; and which em- 
braces a principle vital to us of the south and of 
deep interest to the rest of the union. My convic- 
tion is strong, that we have justice on our side; and 
I wish to afford to our brethren in the other sections, 
an opportunity of exhibiting a proof of their attach- 
inent to the common interest, by sustaining a cause 
where we are particularly concerned, as we did, at 
the last session, by sustaining unanimously one 
where they were.* 

I have no particular wish, as to the mode of dis- 
posing of the resolutions. All I desire is a direct 
vote on them; but'I am indifferent whether they 
shall be first referred and reported on, or be dis- 
cussed on without reference. I leave the senate to 
decide which course shall be adopted. 

Mr. Grundy said that as very important princi- 
ples were involved in these resolutions, it would be 
proper that we should examine the whole ground 
before we vote upon them. He was himself pre- 
pared to vote now, having had occasion to examine 
the question some time since, but others very pro- 
bably had not done so. The able speech of the 
senator from South Carolina had thrown much 
light on the subject, and could not fail of attracting 
the attention of senators to it. He would therefore 
prefer that it should be passed over informally for 
the present. As to the interference of the British 
government in the matter of the Africans taken in 
the Amistad he thought it was decidedly wrong, 
and no good could result from it. It was a question 
which could only concern two governments—the 
Spanish and American—both of which are perfectly 
coinpetent to protect the rights of their citizens, and 
do justice in the premises. Under these circuin- 
stances he considered the unasked interference of a 
third power an intrusion. He wished to see what 
course the executive would take in this matter, as 
in questions between foreign governments and our 
own, he thought we should act nationally—that all 
the departments of our government should act in 
harmony. 

Mr. King said he was fully impressed with the 
importance of the subject, as no one could fail of 
being who had investigated it, or who had listened 
to the remarks of the senator from South Carolina — 
It was a question which, if not arrested and settied 
now, will lead to momentous and disastrous conse- 
quences hereafter. Viewing it in this light, and 
with a view to afford an opportunity for full inves- 
tigation, he would, with the assent of his friend 
from South Carolina, move the reference of the reso- 
lutions to the committee on foreign relations. 

Mr. Calhoun assenting. 

The resolutions were accordingly referred to the 
committee on foreign relations. 





TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. 
SENATE. 


April 23. Mr. Porter presented a petition ask- 
ing that provision may be made for the transmis- 
sion of certian papers relating to land titles in the 
city of Detroit. 

Mr. Clay presented a petition from citizens of 
Pennsylvania, asking the passage of a bankrupt 
law. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabatna, presented a petition from 
the Florida, Alabama and Georgia rail road compa- 
ny, praying an extension of time on their duty 
bonds. 

Mr. Norvell, from the committee on commerce, 
made a report asking to be discharged from the 
consideration of the petitions praying for a duty 
on foreign fish. 

On motion of Mr. Wall, the bill to alter the 
time of holding the terms of the United States 
courts in the western district of Pennsylvania, was 
considered in committee of the whole, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

The bill to amend the act entitled “an act to 
amend an act entitled ‘an act for laying off the 





*Referting to the case of Maine. 





towns of Fort Madison and Burlington, in the 
county of Des Moines, and the tows Belleview, 
Dubuque and Peru, in the county of Dubuque, 
territory of Wisconsin, and for other purposes.’ ” 
was taken up, on motion of Mr. Young, and, after 
being discussed, was informally passed over for the 
present. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, the bill 
providing for the reduction and graduation of the 
price of the public lands was taken up, whena 
highly animated and interesting discussion took 
place, wherein Messrs. Clay, of Ala. Clay, of Ky. 
Walker, Merrick, Benton, Crittenden, Preston, Cal- 
houn and others participated. 

Mr. Hubbard moved to strike ont the third and 
fourth sections of the bill; the question having 
been taken, was decided in the affirmative: yeas 
20, nays 16. 

Mr. Preston moved to strike out the second sec- 
tion, but, at the suggestion of Mr. Clay, limited 
his motion to strike out that part only in the sec- 
tion which confined the privilege of purchasing at 
a less price to settlers on adjacent lands. 

After some further debate on this motion, the 
question was taken by yeas and nays, and decided 
in the negative: yeas 12, nays 26. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the 
following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Clay, of 
Ala. Cuthberth, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, 
Stareeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Wright, Young 


NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of Kentuc- 
ky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Merrick, Prentiss, 
Preston, Roane, Ruggles—11. 

The senate adjourned at five o’clock. 

April 24. Mr. Buchanan presented a petition 
from Jonathan H. Cobb, of Dedham, and Samuel 
Cobb, of Needhain, Massachusetts, wanufacturers 
of silk, praying that a duty may be imposed on im- 
ported foreign silks, referred to the committee on 
finance. 

Mr. Linn presented the petition of citizens of 
Clay county, asking for a superintendency of In- 
dian affairs on the western frontier of the state of 
Missouri. 

Also, between 20 and 30 petitions from citizens 
of Missouri praying remuneration for lvss of horses 
taken by Indians and other Indian depredations. 

Mr. Norvell, {rom the committee on public lands, 
to which was recommitted the bill granting to the 
state of Missouri a quantity of land to aid said 
state in the construction of a canal around the falls 
of St. Marie, reported the same with an amend- 
ment, and the bill was ordered to be printed as 
amended. 


Mr. Benton, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill to provide for the settlement 
of the claim of the state of Maine for the services 
of her militia. 

The resolution submitted some days since by Mr. 
White being taken up, he offered the following asa 
substitute, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be direct- 
ed to lay before the senate a statement of the names of 
banks in which special deposites in specie were made 
to the credit of the treasurer ot the United States, in 
anticipation of receiving therefor treasury notes issued 
under the acts of 1837, 1838 and 1839; and a monthly 
statement of the amount of treasury notes delivered on 
account of having received certificates of such special 
deposites, specifying the date and amount of the first 
of such treasury notes so delivered, with the rates of 
interest of such treasury notes, and the names of the 
persons or banks to whom the same were delivered. 
Also, a statement cf the amount remaining in each of 
such banks to the credit of said treasurer at the date of 
the first of such certificates issued by such bank. And 
also a monthly statement of the amount of all other 
deposites to the credit of said treasurer in such banks 
for each month, during the period between the date of 
such first certificate and the date of the payment of such 
treasury notes. Also,a monthly statement of the ag- 
gregate amount of drafts drawn against such special 
or other deposites in each month during such period, 
stating the transactions with each bank in a separate 
account. And also, copies of all correspondence be- 
tween the department and such banks, and any per- 
son or persons, preceding and accompanying the mak- 
ing such special deposites, as first above named, and 
relating thereto, or the delivery of such treasury notes. 


Mr. Benion submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury report to 
the senate the aggregate amount of all expenditures or 
ayments of every kind from the treasury in each year, 
rom 1824 to 1839 inclusive, in one column; and in 
another column, for each year, the aggregate amount, 
independent of the payments on account of the public 
debt, whether founded or unfounded; and in a third 
column the aggregate amount for permanent and ordi- 
nary purposes, excluding payments on account of 
objects either extraordinary or temporary—such as the 
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public debt, trust funds and indemnities” claims of 
states for war debts, or 3 per cents. on lands sold, oc- 
casional donations it money to objects in the District of 
Columbia or otherwise, survey of the coast, taking the 
census, duties refunded, the exploring expedition, and 
materials collected for the graudual improvement of the 
navy, durable public buildings of all kinds, bridges and 
fortifications, all roads, canals, breakwaters and im- 
provements in rivers and harbors, arming militia and 
forts, all pensions except those to invalids, and the pur- 
chases of title to lands from Indians, the removal of 
Indians and the wars, with such other payments as 
may have been made in those years for property lost or 
injuries committed during any hostilities. 

Mr. Norvell submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed tv inquire into the ncy of so modifying 
the laws regulating the drawback of duty upon foreign 
merchandise imported into the United States, that 
such goods, transported from the Atlantic ports within 
and through the states, and re-exported from any port 
in the United States situate upon the upper St. Law- 
rence and the lakes, to any port or place in the British 
possessions upon these waters, shall be entitled to the 
same srisiey = of drawback as similar merchandise 
re-exported from an Atlantic port to a foreign country. 

Mr. White submitted the tollowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
re ort whether it is practicable to construct, at a small 
expense, temporary piers for the accommodation and 
security of trade and commerce atthe towns of Racine 
and Southport, on the western shore of Lake Michi- 
gan; and, rf so, that he submit a plan of said works, 
and the probable cost thereof. 

The bill for altering the times of holding the 
terms of the federal courts in the western district 
of Pennsylvania at Williamsport, was read a third 
time, and passed. 

The bill providing for the reduction and gradua- 
tion of the price of the public lands was reada 
third time, and passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouten, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith, of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, 
Williams, Wright, Young—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clayton, Critten- 
den, Dixon, Knight, Merrick, Preston—8. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of bills on the private calendar, when a number 
were passed, and others indefinitely postponed, 
after which the senate adjourned till Monday. 

April 27. The vice president submitted to the 
senate a message froin the president of the United 
States, covering documeuts from the secretary of 
war in relation to the defences of the country en- 
trusted to the department of war. 

Also, from the same, covering a document from 
the post office department, in compliance with a 
resolution of the senate, in relation to the sale or 
exchange of government drafts by disbursing offi- 
cers or coniractors. 

Mr. Norvell presented a petition from inhabitants 
of Michigan, asking the passage of a general bank- 
rupt law. 

The report of the committee of claims, recom- 
mending the indefinite postponement of the bills 
for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, jr. and John 
Underwood, were agreed to, after which the senate 
adjourned. 

April 28. The vice president communicated to the 
senate a report from the navy department, showing 
the contracts entered into by the navy commission- 
ers, for the year 1839. 

Several petitions were presented from individuals, 
and a number of reports made from committees 
on private claims. 


Mr. Merrick, from the committee for the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill to authorise the build- 
ing of a court house in the town of Alexandria. 
Also, a bill to light the capitol and Pennsylvania 
avenue by carbonated hydrogen gas. 

Mr. Linn, on notice, introduced a bill to extend 
the laws of the United States over the territory of 
Oregon. 

The resolution offered by Mr. While on Friday 
last, was taken up, and after being amended, on the 
motion of Mr. Hubbard, by adding thereto *‘so far 
as the same information has not been before com- 
municated to the senate,” was adopted. 


Mr. Lumpkin offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to report to the senate the aggregate amount of 
value of all the imports, deducting reshipments into 
each state of the union from the beginning of the go- 
vernment, or so far as can be ascertained, arranged by 
states, the aggregate amount of duties collected in 
each, including the expenses of collection, and the rate 
~ cent. of the aggregate duties on the aggregate va- 
ue of imports, deducting drawbacks. 

On motion of Mr. Wilhams, the bankrupt bills, 
reported from the committee on the judiciary, were 


made the special order for to-morrow week. 


The bill from the house of representatives, au- 
thorising the secretary of war to continue certain 
clerks in the {ndian bureau, was read a third time 
and passed. 

_On motion of Mr. Benton, the senate took up the 
bill to settle the claims of the state of Maine for 
services of her militia, which after being consider- 
ed in committee of the whole, was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the bill to settle the 
claimsof New Hampshire against the U. States 
was also considered in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill in addition to the acts respecting the 
judicial system of the United States was debated 
in committee of the whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

The bill to amend an act entitled ‘‘an act supple- 
mentary to an act entitled ‘an act to amend the judi- 
cial system of the United States,’ ’? was discussed 
at some length, when the senate adjourned. 

April 29. Mr. Clay, presented a memorial, nu- 
merously signed, from citizens of Philadelphia en- 
gaged in the hatting business, praying a duty to 
be laid on silk and fur hats. 

Mr. Ruggles, presented a petition from citizens of 
Maine, asking the establishment of a bankrupt law. 

Mr. Prentiss, from the comwittee on public lands, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of a number of settlers on the 
public lands in Illinois, praying that their pre-emp- 
tion rights to said lands may not be affected by the 
grant to the “Polish exiles;’’ and also from the 
turther consideration of the memorial of the ‘:Po- 
lish exiles,” praying to be allowed to settle and 
cultivate the lands heretofore granted to them by 
the United States. 

Mr. Preston asked the consent of the senate to 
take up the bill permitting the works of American 
artists in foreign countries to be imported free of 
duty; which having been obtained, the bill was 
considered in committee of the whole and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

The senate then proceeded to consider the bill 
granting one towuship of land to the territory of 
Florida, for the establishment of the Dade institute. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Fulton, South- 
ard and Buchanan, the bill was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, the bill to 
incorporate the banks of the District of Columbia 
was made the special order for Monday the 11th of 
May next. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the bill for the re- 
liet of the heirs of the late Robert Fulton, deceas- 
ed, was made the special order for Wednesday, the 
6th May next. 

On motion of Mr Norvell, the bill granting to 
Michigan a quantity of land to aid said state in the 
construction of a canal round the falls of St. Marie, 
was considered in committee of the whole, and, af- 
ter being amended, was ordered to be engrossed by 
a vote of 20 yeas to 16 nays. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, the bill to 
authorise the Mount Carmel and New Albany rail 
road company, to enter, on a credit, a quantity of 
land to aid the company in the construction of a rail 
road from New Albany, in the state of Indiana, to 
Mount Carmel, in the state of Illinois, and for 
other purposes, was taken up, and, after being de- 
bated at some length by Messrs. Smith, White, 
Crittenden, Benton, Clay, and others, was ordered to 
be engrossed by a vote of 17 yeas to 10 nays. 

The bill for the benefit of the Selma and Tennes- 
see rail road company was also considered, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, the senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business, and soon 
after adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


unfinished business to be the resolution heretofore 
reported from the committee on public expendi- 
tures, proposing to abolish the said committee on 
account of its duties having been assigned to other 
committees. Mr. Adams was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. Reed asked leave to present the inemorial of 
a respectable individual of Massachusetts, now in 
this city, who alleges that a great fraud, in some 
way, has been practised upon the United States in 
payment of a debt due from the Commonwealth 
bank of Massachusetts. Mr. R. said he thought 
the subject required investigation, anc hoped his 
colleague would yield the floor, and that no one 
would object. 

Mr. Petrikin objected, and the memorial was not 
read. 

Mr. Adams (who held the floor from yesterday ) 
resumed and concluded his remarks in opposition 
to the adoption of the resolution. Mr. A. having 





concluded— 


Thursday, April 23. The speaker announced the} 


| Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, said it was of 
the utmost importance that the committee should 
have an opportunity to make their reports. The 
house had now been detained nearly a week in the 
discussion of this question, and he thought all the 
members were prepared to vote; he was so, and he 
supposed the whole house was. He would there- 
fore move the previous question. 

Mr. Hail, ot Vermont, asked Mr. T. to withdraw 
the demand to enable him to say a few words in ex- 
planation; but Mr. T. declined todo so. And the 
call for the previous question was seconded. And 
the main question was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. Cushing said, as this had been a subject of 
great controversy in the present as well as in past 
congresses, he would ask the yeas and nays. And 
they were ordered And the main question (being 
vn the adoption of the resolution) was then taken 
and decided in the negative: yeas 6, nays 148. So 
the resolution was rejected. 


On motion of Mr. Jones, the house again resolved 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, (Mr. Casey, of Illinois in the chair), on 
the bill making opr em 9 for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the government for the year 
1840. 


Mr. McKay, (who was entitled to the floor), ad- 
dressed the committee in reference to the expendi- 
tures of the general government. &c. When he 
had concluded, Mr. Evans, of Maine, followed in 
a sort of running commentary on the speech just 
delivered, which he handled with great severity.— 
He was followed by Mr. Jiherton, of N. H. who 
spoke at large in reply to Mr. Evans, in support of 
Mr. McKay, and on the general politics of the coun- 
try. He continued to occupy the floor till a quarter 
before seven, when he gave way for a motion that 
the committee rise. The vote being taken, the ayes 
were 54, the noes 22; no quornm having voted, the 
committee rose and reported that fact to the house; 
which thereupon adjourned. 


Friday, April 24. The speaker announced that 
the first business in order was the resolution re- 
ported by the chairman of the committee en the 
public buildings (Mr. Lincoln) in relation to pro- 
cnring a chandelier for the hall of the house, which 
was adopted. 


The speaker called the committees for reports, 
when a number of bills was presented and appro- 
priately disposed of, which will be duly noticed in 
their progress. 

The house then resolved itself into committee of 
the whole, (Mr. Casey in the chair) and took up 
the civil and diplomatic bill. 


Mr. Atherton, of New Hamshire, then resumed 
the floor, and continued and completed his speech 
on the general appropriation bill. He concluded 
at about two o’clock, when the speaker gave the 
floor to Mr. Mason, of Ohio, who addressed the 
committee until half past five o’clock, in an ex- 
tended reply to the remarks of Mr. Atherton. 


Mr. Morgan followed, with some interesting facts. 
Mr. M. spoke until seven o’clock. The debate 
was continued by Mr. Rariden, in some remarks, 
the general tendency of which was to fix the re- 
sponsibility of the failure to procure an appropria- 
tion for the Cumberland road. 


Mr. Clifford then obtained the floor, but gave 
way to Mr. Calhoun, of Massachusetts, wlio, after 
referring to the state of the atmosphere, the ex- 
posure of the health of the members therefrom, and 
the impossibility of getting the bill out of commit- 
tee to-night, moved that the committee rise. On 
which motion there appeared, ayes 26, noes 70.— 
(No quorum voting). And the committee then 
rose, and the chairman reported that fact to the 
house. Mr. Evans rose, and was proceeding to 
show the impossibility of passing the bill through 
the committee to-night, because he said there were 
inany amendments to be reported from the com- 
mittee of ways and means, which would require 
consideration, and must give rise to debate. 


Mr. Vanderpoel inquired of the chair what mo- 
tion was beiure the house? The speaker said there 
was none. Mr. Vanderpoel hoped the gentleman 
would then make his motion atonce. Mr. Evans 
said he was about to do so. Mr. Vanderpoel.— 
Then make your motion before youn hang a speech 
on it. Mr. Evans claimed the floor. He then 
moved a call of the house, and said he should pro- 
ceed to debate that motion. The speaker said the 
gentlernan must confine himself strictly to that 
point. Mr. Evans proceeded towsay that, if there 
were other amendments which would and ought to 
be debated, he was unwilling that they should be 
passed upon by a minority vote. And he could 
not but express surprise that the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Vanderpoel) should desire to sup- 








press any remarks that might be made. Mr, Jones 
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rose to ingnire if the motion for a call of the house 
was debateable? Mr. Evans said he was stiil more 


astonished to hear objections from the chairman of 


the committee of ways and means, (Mr. Jones). 
Mr. Banks submitted to the chair that a iotion for 
a call of the house was a motion to organize, and 
that, therefore, it was clearly ont of order to de- 
bate it. Mr. Evans. I say it is debateable, and if 
the speaker decides that it is not, I will appeal 
from the. decision, and proceed to debate the appeal. 
Mr. Vunderpoel. Has the speaker decided that a 
motion for a call.of the bouse is debateable? The 
speaker. At is debateable, su far as the remarks are 
pertinent to the question of the call. Mr. Drom- 
goole appealed fromm that decision. 

Mr. Evans was proceeding to make some re- 
marks on the appeal, which he commenced by stat- 
ing he was as anxious to pass this bill as any other 
gentleman; when he was called to order. Mr. E. 
thereupon withdrew his motion for a call of the 
house, and moved that the house adjourn. On 
which motion the yeas and nays were ordered; and, 
being taken, were, yeas 43, nays 88. So the house 
refused to adjourn. 

And a quorum being present, the house (it being 
now 9 o’clock) again resolved itself into committee 
of the whole on the state of the union (Mr. Casey 
in the chair) on the general appropriation bill, 

Mr. Clifford commenced his remarks, and conti- 
nued until Il o’clock, when he gave way to Mr. 
Campbell, of South Carolina, who moved that the 
committee rise. The question, however, was not 
taken, Mr. Clifford having statec that, as he heard 
several gentlemen say “go on,” he would prefer to 
doso. Mr. C. then proceeded to give a general ex- 
position of his political views and principles, and 
concluded at half past eleven o’clock. 

Mr. Dillet then obtained the floor, and moved 
that the committee rise; when there appeared ayes 
49, nves 49. (No quorum voting). ‘The commit- 
tee then rose, and the chairman reported that fact 
to the house. 

Mr. Proffit moved a call of the house. 

Mr. Hoffman moved an adjournment; on which 
motion the yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were, yeas 53, nays 53; (a tie). And the 
speaker voting in the affirmative, the vote stood 
yeas 54, nays 53. 

So, at ten minutes before 12 o’clock, the house 
adjourned, 

Suturday, April 25. Mr. Jenifer, from the select 
committee on tobacco, moved that such extracts, 
froin certain executive documents sent to this house, 
as, on examination, that cornmittee might think pro- 
per, be printed; which motion was agreed to. 

The unfinished business was the resolution re- 
ported yesterday froin the committee on revolution- 
ary claims, providing for the printing of 10,000 
extra copies of the reports of the majority and mi- 
nority of that committee on the subject of claims 
on the United States for revolutionary services in 
the Virginia continental line and navy. Mr. Gra- 
ham moved that 5,000 instead of 10,000 be printed. 
Mr. Mitchell moved 2,000, and Mr. Graham accept- 
ed that as a modification of his motion. And, the 
several questions having been taken, 2,000 extra 
copies of the said reports were ordered te be print- 
The committees were then called for reports, 
commencing where the call had been suspended 
yesterday. ' 

Mr. Bell, from the committee on Indian affairs, 
reported a joint resolution to authorise the secreta- 
rv of war to continue certain clerks employed in 
the office of the commissioner of Indian affairs; 
which was read twice by ifs tifle. 

Mr. B. stated that the committee had had ander 
con ideration the message of the president and the 
accompanying statement, which had satisfied them 
that it was necessary to continue the employment 
of these clerks, (two in number); and, as the law 
under which they were employed would expire ina 
few days, he hoped that the house would act now 
on the resolution, and, if necessary, go into com- 
mittee. 

In answer to an inquiry, the speaker declared that 
the resolution must be committed, unless, by ge- 
neral consent, the house would dispense with its 
commitment. ; 

And, the house having, by general consent, agreed 
to do so, the resolution, having been ordered toa 
third reading, was reac a third time and passed. 

The hour of one having arrived, the speaker an. 
nounced the special order of the day. On motion 
of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, the house resolved itself 
into committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
(Mr. Casey, of Illinois, in the chair), on the bill 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the government for the year 1840. 

Mr. Dilleft was entitled to the floor, but yielded 


it to enable Mr. Mforgan to make a personal explana- | 








tion; after which Mr. Dillett addressed the committee 
al great length, in asevere and critical examination of 
ihe objects and vaunted benefits of the sub- treasury 
scheme; premising that he took this oceasion to do 
so, because he was impressed with the belief that 
the sub-treasury bill, if brought up at all this ses- 
sion, wonld be brought up at a period so late as to 
pews any extended discussion onits merits. Mr. 

. continued to speak till past 4 o’clock, when he 
gave way for a motion that the committee rise.— 
The question being put, the ayes were 49, the noes 
4). No quorum baving voted, the committee rose 
and reported that fact to the house. 

Mi. McKay moved a call of the house. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed, and, being ordered and taken, were—yeas 58, 
nays 38. So the motion prevailed. 

The roll was then called, and further proceedings 
on the eall were suspended. 


Mr. Underwood, from the select committee ap- 
pointed to report the facts of the unpleasant ren- 
contre between Messrs. Bynum and Garland, of 
Louisiana, made a report containing a statement of 
facts, based on the written testimony of a number 
of witnesses; which testimony accompanied the 
report. The committee recommended no resolu- 
tion, nor did they accompany the narrative with a 
single remark, conceiving it their duty to confine 
themselves to a naked statement of the facts as 
they occurred. 


The substance of the report, so far as it could 
be caught from hearing it read, amounts to this. 
A certain exhibit of the comparative expenditures 
of the present and past administrations, together 
with certain other documents pertaining to the same 
subject, having been put forth by gentlemen styling 
themselves an executive cummittee,and published 
with their names attached, had been referred to by 
Mr. Wise, and at his request had been read at the 
clerk’s table. When the reading was completed, 
Mr. Wise made some further remarks, in which he 
stated that the paper just read had been drawn up 
by oe colleague (Mr. Botls) who had gone to Rich- 
wond. 


Mr. Wise having resumed his seat, Mr. Bynum, 
of North Carolina, left his seat near the door, and, 
walking up the central aisle of the house, came to 
the seat of Mr. Galbraith, of Pa, and observed to 
him that this was an electioneering party trick. 
He then advanced up the narrow aisle which pro- 
ceeds from the central area, till he came between 
the seatof Mr. Banks,of Va. and Mr. Garland, 
of Lou. and looking at Mr. Banks, who then sat in 
the seat next to his own, observed that this was an 
unfair party trick, intended to be used in Virginia, 
just on the eve of an election, and that the paper 
wasa d d lie from beginning toend. Mr. Gar- 
land, who was close by, (and whose name had been 
attached tothe paper), turning from a gentleman 
with whom he wag in conversation, and looking at 
Mr. Bynum, said that every word in the paper was 
strictly true; and added that no gentleinan would 
say so, or, as others testify, that what Mr. B. said 
was alie. On this, Mr. Bynum replied, “that’s a 
d——d lie,”’ or ‘*you are a d——d liar,” at the same 
moment reaching towards Mr. Gurland’s cane, 
which lay at the back of his chair; on this Mr. 
Garland seized the cane. Mr. B. raised it as high 
as the waist of Mr. G. when, in the tustle, the cane 
fell to the floor, and the two partiesengaged. Mr. 
Garland struck Mr. Bynum a blow, which the lat- 
ter returned; when the gentleman who were by in- 
terfered, and succeeded in separating them. Mr. 
Garland picked up his cane and returned to hig 
seat. Mr. Bynum being at the end of the narrow 
aisle next to the lobby, or in the lobby, near the 
fire place, drew his penknife fromhis pocket, and 
appeared to be endeavoring to open it, but did not 
succeed, He then called out to Mr. Garland, ut- 
tering violent and reproachful epithets. Much con- 
fusion was produced in the house, but the speaker 
having succeeded in restoring order, the affair here 
ended, 

The report having been read, Mr. Buller, of Ken- 
tucky, moved that the report, together wiih the 
testiinony, be printed; which motion was agreed to. 

A motion was now made to adjourn, which being 
decided by yeas and nays, were yeas 54, nays 41. 

The house, at half past 4 o’clock, adjourned. 


Monday, Feb. 27. The speaker announced the 
report of the select committee on the difficuity 
which had occurred between Messrs. Bynum and 
Gurland to be the business first in order. 

Mr. Briggs stated to the chair that although the 
report and the documents accompanying it had 
been ordered to be printed, he did not find it on the 
tables of members; and on inquiry had ascertained 
that it had not been sent to the printer. 

Mr. Cumpbell, of South Carolina, said that the 
vote to print had passed almost sub -silentio, very 
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few members, he believed, having voted -at ail_— 
This had been his own case, and if it was in order 
he would now move a reconsideration of the order 
to print. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Briggs, Gar- 
land, of Louisiana, Fillmore and others, the ques- 
tion was taken on reconsidering the order to print, 
which was determined in the negative; and the 
whole subject was, on motion of Mr. Underwood, 
postponed until to morrow. 

The next subject which came up was a motion 
made soine days since to reconsider the vote re- 
fusing leave to Mr. Sweeny, of Ohio, to introduce a 
bill concerning United States marshals and dis- 
trict attorneys, and limiting the compensation of 
the latter to $3,000. Mr. Sweeny spoke at con- 
siderable length in explanation and support. of the 
bill, Mr. Turney opposed the motion, and de- 
inanded the yeas and nays, but the house rejected 
his demand, and the reconsideration was carried 
without a count. 

The bill was then brought in, read twice and re- 
ferred to the committee on the judiciary. The 
morning hour having expired. The house went 
again into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, (Mr. Casey, of Illinois, in the chair), 
and resumed the consideration of the general ap- 
propriation bill for 1840. 

Mr. Dilleit, of Alabama, who had the floor from 
Saturday, resumed and concluded his remarks at 
twenty minutes of four o’clock. 

After some remarks and explanations from 
Messrs. Stanly, Dromgoole, Bell, Proffit, Jones, of 
Virginia, Hubbard, Crabb and Adams, the clerk 
proceeded to read the bill by items. Mr. Stan- 
ley moved to strike out the items of $3,500 salary 
of the first comptroller of the treasury; which after 
considerable debate, in which many members par- 
ticipated, the motion to strike out was negatived. 

Mr Sianly then moved to strike out the com- 
pensation for the first auditor of the treasurer; 
which was rejected. 

Mr. Stanly moved to amend that portion of the 
bill, which makes appropriations for the clerks in 
the general land office, by reducing the salary of 
Lund Washington, alleged to be a clerk therein, 
from $1,200 to $800: rejected. 

From lines 120 and 123, which read as fol- 
lows: ‘For the office of the solicitor, (of the 
treasury), including a purchase of law. books, 
one thousand five hundred dollars”—Mr. , Stanly 
moved to strike out the words “including a 
purchase of law books,” and the words ‘five hun- 
dred dollars;’”? which was determined in the af- 
firmative, ayes 73, noes 57. 

Mr. Triplett moved to reduce the amount of $3,000 
for contingent expenses of the war office to $2,500. 
Rejected. 

Mr. Giddings moved an amendment requiring 
the heads of the departments to report annually a 
detailed estimate of the contingent expenses neces- 
sary for each burean thereof, showing the articles 
and the price paid, &c. 

Alter some remarks from Messrs. Jones, of Va. 
Giddings and Rice Garland, the question was taken, 
and the amendinent was rejected. 

Mr. Rice Garland moved to strike out the item 
of $3,000 for compensation for extra clerks in the 
war department. 

This led to a very long debate, in which Messrs. 
R. Garland, Jones, of Va. Bell, Conner, Graves, 
Petrikin, Stanly and Jenifer, (the latter in an ap- 
peal to the committee to let the bill pass), partici- 
pated. In the course of this debate, some very 
severe stricture were made on the conduct of clerks 
in the departments, who were notoriously corres- 
pondents of polifical journals, reviews, &c. and 
numerous motions of order, adjournments and 
calls of the house were made, in several cases no 
quorum voting, finally a call of the house was car- 
tied near one o’clock; and, the clerk having called 
the absentees, 122 members answered to their 
names. 

And, thereupon, the doors of the hall were closed, 
and excuses for absent members were received. 
Some gentlemen were excused, byt the excuses 
made in behalf of many others, were rejected. 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, moved that the absent 
members be sent for, and taken into custody, accord- 
ing to the 61st rule of the house. 

Mr. Kemble (at 3 o’clock) moved that the house 
adjourn. 

Mr. Graves moved a suspension of all further 
proceedings on the calls, and argued, atsome length, 
that no practical good could result from persisting 
in them. 

Mr. Hand argued that it was due to the members 
now present who had sat up all night, ard due to 
the future business of the house, that the call should 
be persisted in. Mr. H. moved the previous ques- 
tion, and there was a second. 
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And the main question, being on the suspension 
of further proceedings on the call, was ordered to 
be taken, and being taken were, yeas 13, nays 61. 

Mr, Duncan inquired if the sergeant-at-arms had 
been despatched on liis duty. 

The speaker replied, yes, an hour ago. 

Mr. Lincoln then offered for adoption an order 
roviding that all such members as answered to 
heir names on the call of the honse, and had not 

since voted, be included within the order to the ser- 
geant-at-arins, unless they were within the hall of 
the house. ee 

At this staze of the proceedings the morning 
dawned. The question on the adoption of the 
order was then taken and determined in the affir- 
mative, yeas 64, nays 4. 

Some discussion then followed as to the constric- 
tion which should be given to the order, or the mode 
of its execution; after which, 

The sergeant-at-arms handed in the list of mem- 
bers brought up in custody. 

A eh, ea of members were brought up, some 
qxensed, and others discharged on the payment of 

ees. 

A motion was made (at fifteen minutes past 9 
o’clock) that all further proceedings in the call be 
suspended. The yeas and nays were demanded, 
and resulted as follows—yeas 25, nays 57. (No 
quoruin voting). 

Mr. Lincoln, stated that he had enjoyed no sleep 
for three nights, and partaken no food since yester- 
day,asked leave of absence for one hour. The ques- 
tion being put, leave was granted. 

The sergeant-at-arms having delivered up anew 
instalment of captives, they made their excuses, 
and were excused, some with and others without 
paying their fees. 

Mr. Banks, moved now to dispense with the call, 
which was agreed to; all further proceedings inthe 
call were suspended, and the house again went 
into committee of the whole (Mr. Casey, of Illinois, 
in the chair) on the general appropriation bill. 
The reading of the bill proceeded. 

Mr. Jenes inoved an amendment, striking out 
$3,000 as the salary of the commissioner of pen- 
sions, and inserting $2,500. 

A warm dvbate followed this motion, in which 
Messrs. Wm. Cost Johnson, Jones, W. Thompson, 
Petrikin, Profit, Black, and others participated; 
when the question on Mr. Jones’ motion was taken 
and carried, veas 93, noes 31. 

The next debate on the bill arose on an item for 
clerks in the post office. 

Mr. Garland inquired what law existed to war- 
rani this appropriation? He referred to documents 
to show that, for years past, clerks had been em. 
ployed and paid by the postmaster general, at his 
discretion, and without shadow of law; and he mov- 
ed to strike out the clause making the appropriation 
on that ground, 

Mr. Jones replied and explained; showing that 
the same appropriation had been made in former 
years, and the appropriation in the bill of last year 


Was a sanction to the postmaster general, and the 
clerks were necessary. 


Mr. Everett did not dispute that the clerks were 
needed, but contended that the postmaster general 
ought to come and ask them from congress, and not 
appoint and pay them without sanction of law. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. Everett, 


Jones, Cooper, of Georgia, McKay, Tripplett, and 
Garland. 


And the question being taken, the vote was: ayes 
34, noes 75. 


No quoruin having voted, the committee rose and 
reported that fact to the house. 

Mr. Chapman moved a call of the house. The 
ayes were 86, noes33. No quorum. 

Mr. Vanderpoel immediately moved that the call 
be suspended. 

Tellers were demanded—the ayes were 88, the 
noes 39. A quorum now appearing, the house re- 
turned into committee of the whole. The question 
was then put on Mr. Garland’s amend meat, and de- 
cided in the negative: ayes 39, noes 85, 

Mr. Graves inoved to reduce another item, ap- 
propriating for eleven clerks in the post office 
$1,200. But it was negatived without debate; ayes 
38, noes 84, 


Mr. Graves further moved to strike out an item 
apprepriating $6.300 for certain clerks in the office 
of the surveyor general northwest of the Ohio. 

Qn this motion a desultory debate arose, in which 
Messrs, Graves, Jones, Everett, Hubbard, R. Gar- 
land, Howard and Crary took part, when the mo- 
tion was negatived: ayes 36, noes 89. 

Mr. Graves moved to strike ont an item appro- 
priating for extra clerks in the offices of surveyors 

eneral, to render certain services in reference to 
nd sales. 
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It was debated by Messrs. Graves, Jones, Evans, 
Hubbard and Crabb, and then rejected: ayes 33, 
noes 91. 

Mr. Ogle moved to amend the bill by striking out 
all the sections in it applying to branch mitts; and 
supported his motion by a number of statements. 
Messrs. C. Shepard, L. Williams and Graham, all 
of North Carolina, opposed the notion. Mr, Slunl/y 
rejoined; and, the question being put, the amend. 
nent was rejected. 

The committee rose, and reported progress; and 
the house, at 7 o’clock, after a session of 31 hours, 
adjourned. 

Wednesday, April 29. Mr. Burke, of New 
Hampshire, from the select committee appointed on 
the transactions of the clerk with Mr. Langtree 
about supplying stationary for the house, moved 
that that coinmittee be authorised to employ a 
clerk. Mr. Graves tnoved to amend the motion by 
granting the same power to each of the six com- 
mittees on expenditures in the departments, and 
also to the committee for the District of Columbia 
Mr. Petrikin opposed the amendment, and Mr. 
Graves withdrew so much as referred to the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Messrs. Leet and L. Williams 
opposed granting clerks to standing committees 
Mr. W. Cost Johnson moved to add the authority 
to the committees on the District of Columbia and 
the select committee on a national foundary. A 
motion was made to lay the whole subject on the 
table; on which the yeas and nays were ordered, 
and, being taken, resulted as follows: yeas 100, 
nays 56. So the motion and amendments were 
laid on the table. 

The chair announced that the business first before 
the house was the report of the select committee 
on the case of Messrs. Bynum and Garland: which, 
on motion of Mr. Jones, chairman of the committee 
of ways and ineans, was postponed till Friday next; 
and the house thereupon went, once more, into 
committee of the whole on the state of the union 
(Mr. Casey, of Illinois, in the chair) on the gene- 
ral appropriation bill. 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson moved to amend the bill 
by striking out all that related to the branch mints 
at Dahlonega, in Georgia, and at New Orleans— 
this amendment was advocated at great length 
by Messrs. Johnson, Stanly, Hubbard and Ogle, and 
opposed by Messrs. Jones, Cooper, of Georgia. Ha- 
bersham, Black, Connor, Dawson, Shepard, McKay 
and others; and the question having been taken, 
the motion to strike ont was rejected. 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, moved an amendment 
(after line 361) appropriating $7,000 for defraying 
the expenses of an extra session of the legislature 
of the territory of Iowa. 

In answer to Mr. L. Williams, Mr. Jones ex- 
plained that the session was called to take steps 
preparatory to admission into the union. The 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Chapman moved an amendment appropri- 
ating $14,000 to supply the deficiency in the ap- 
propriation for the year 1839 for the legislative de- 
partment of the territory of Iowa. 

A debate followed, in which Messrs. Jones, of Vir- 
ginia Cnapman, of Iowa, (who introduced a number 
of documents going to show the justice of the ap- 
propriation), Bond, Petrikin, Leadbelter and Cush- 
ing, participated. 

Mr. Petrikin proposed a substitute for the amend. 
ment, appropriating $14,000 for the payment of 
the printing of laws and other contingent expenses 
of the legislature of lowa, to supply the deficiency 
of the appropriation for the year 1839; but pro- 
viding that no part of the said appropriation should 
be applied to the payment of members or for sta- 
tionary, &c. 

After a few further remarks from Messrs. Cush- 
ing, Bond and Chapman, and from Mr. Monroe 
(who urged that the debate be closed )— 

Mr. Chapman accepted the proposition of Mr. 
Peirikin as a substitute for his amerdment—and it 
was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, line 358, 
being ‘for contingent expenses of the Said territory 
(Ilowa)—”* was struck out. 

The item making an appropriation for the salary 
of the attorney general of the United States having 
been read. Mr. Stanly read certain extracts froi 
the report of the select committee on the Swart- 
wout defalcations, to show that had it not been for 
a negligent administration of the duties of the of 
fice previously held by this same gentleman, (the 
solicitor of the treasury), the losses to the treasury 
might have been prevented. Mr. S. would make 
no motion—he merely wished to call attention to 
the fact. 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, referred to the fact that 
since the occurrences referred to, the gentleman 
who held this office had not only been nominated 
by the president for the office he now held, but 




















that the name had. passed in.review before the 
senate and been approved. 

Mr. Petriin made some remarks in eulogy of 
Mr. Gilpin. 

A motion was made to strike out the appropria- 
tion of $1,000 for books for the office of the said 
law officer. Rejected. 

Mr. Calhoun otiered a long amendment the object 
of which was to regulate the fees of marshals and 
district attorneys, and to require an account to be 
given, &e. 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, was understood to sug- 
gest that a bill for that purpose had been introduced. 

A conversation here arose on the motion, and a 
point of order was raised, the chair deciding the 
motion to be in order; an appeal was taken and 
discussed, when the question on the appeal was 
taken (by tellers) and decided in the negative, 
ayes 51, noes 74; so the decision of the chair was 
reversed, and the amendment ruled out of order— 

Mr. Giddings moved an amendment limiting and 
regulating the fees of marshals in particular cases, 
&c. which was declared to be out of order. 

Mr. Rice Garland moved an amendment, as a 
proviso, that no salary or fee shall be paid to any 
district attorney who is a defaulter to the govern- 
ment, or who shall not have paid over money col- 
lected by him. 

Some debate followed, in which Messrs. R. Gar- 
land, Jones.of Va. McKay, Graves, Chapmun, Dun- 
cun, Galbraith, Stanly, Proffit, Petrikin and Evans 
participated. 

Mr. Proffit (at ten minutes before 10) moved 
that the committee rise; which motion was lost: 
ayes 52, noes 70. So the committee refused to 
rise. And the question then recurred and was ta- 
ken on the amendment of Mr. R. Garland, when 
no guoruin voted. Tellers were called for and ap- 
pointed, when the vote stood: ayes 33, noes 84; no 
quorum voting. The committee thereupon rose, 
and the chairman reported the fact to the house. 

Mr. Duncan moved a call of the house. Mr. 
Stanly moved anadjournment. The yeas and nays 
were asked and ordered. Mr. Stanly withdrew the 
inotion to adjourn. Mr. Evans renewed it. The 
yeas and nays were ordered,and being taken, were: 
yeas 64, nays 72. So the house refused to adjourn. 

And a quorum being present, Mr. Duncan with- 
drew his motion for a call of the house. 

By general consent, Mr. Crabb, on his motion, 
obtained leave of absence (being unwell) until six 
o’clock to-morrow morning. In the case of Mr. 
Proffit, (who made a similar application), objection 
was made. 

The house again went into committee, and the 
chairman resumed his seat. And the question re- 
curring and being again put on the amendment of 
Mr. R. Garland, there appeared ayes 47, noes 85. 
So the amendment was rejected, 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, moved to fill the blank in 
the following item with the sum of $300,000. 

“For defraying the expenses of the supreme, cir- 
cuit and district courts of the United States, includ- 
ing the District of Columbia; also for jurors and 
witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, pe- 
nalties and forfeitures incurred inthe year 1540 and 
the preceeding year; and likewise for defraying the 
expenses of suits in which the United States are 
concerned, and of prosecutions for offences commit- 
ted against the United States, and for the sale keep- 
ing of prisoners, “ye! 

After a few explanatory remarks from Mr. Jones. 

Mr. Cushing proceeded to make some remarks to 
show that Mr. Mackenzie, the state prisoner, should 
no longer be kept in prison; and, in order to make 
his remarks perfectly in order, he would submit 
them in the shape of an objection to the amount ap- 
propriated for his safe-keeping; that it was too 
much, because Mackenzie ought not to be kept in 
prison, Mr. C. exhibited a petition, about the 
length of the Long bridge, praying Mackenzie’s re- 
lease, and was proceeding with his remarks, (and 
of which petition several other members had re- 
ceived a copy, to be presented in due season), when 
Mr. Parris called him (Mr. C.) to order for irrele- 
vancy. The chairman decided that Mr. Cushing 
was in order, because he was proceeding to show 
why the appropriation was too large. Mr. C. had 
rroceeded only a few sentences further, when Mr. 
C ary again rose toa pointof order. The chairman 
again decided that Mr. Cushing was in order. Mr, 
Turney appealed from the decision; and the ques- 
tion having been taken, *‘shail the decision of the 
chair stand as the judgment of the committee?” the 
vote stood, ayes 41, noes 68. No quorum voting. 

The committee then rose, and the fact was re- 
ported to the house. 

Mr. Evans moved that the house adjourn; which 
motion prevailed. 

And, at fifieen minutes before 11 o’clock, the 
house adjourned. 
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ANTHRACITE COAL FOR STEAMERS. The superiority 
of this coal to wood, for propelling steamboats, has 
been demonstrated. The steamer North America, a 
new and splendid boat, is propelled by steam gene- 
rated by it. With twelve tons of Lackawana and 
seventy-five cents’ worth of charcoal, she makes her 
passage, itis said, between New York aod Alaay 
as short a time as any boat on the North river. ‘The 
saving in the use of this fuel instead of wood is esti- 
mated at fully fifty per cent. It is far more convent- 
ent to take in wood, for stowages obviate the neces- 
sity of frequent stoppages; a sufficient gh may 
be taken at once, to last through the trip. The in- 
convenience experienced from the smoke and sparks 
of wood fires will be avoided. 


AMERICAN TRAVELLERS. The London Atheneum 
in an article on this subject, says, ‘whether like Messrs, 
Willis, Fay and Thatcher, they move about penciling 
European society and distinguished persons, or, like 
Mr. Stephens, they interweave the interest of their 
personal adventures with the distant, but not dim as- 
s%ciations, which hallow every inch of the Eastern land, 
or like Irving, they bring to the old country ripe scho- 
Jarship, ready to 5 ORK and poetical enthusiasm 
waiting but to be kindled, the Americans are among 
our pleasantest travellers.” 


Auten. In the circuit court of the United States at 
Baltimore, on the 25th ult. a verdict of not guilty was 
rendered, in the case of Robert W. Allen, charged 
with a violation of the act of congress to prevent the 
slave trade. 


ARGAND LAMP. To improve the light of. Elevate 
the glass chimney so much above the level at which it 
usually stands in the burners in ordinary use, that its 
lower edge shall clear the upper edge of the circular 
wick about the fourth part of the exterior diameter of 
the wick itself. It consumes no more oil, gives less 
smoke, and the light intensely bright. 


AMERICAN RIBANDS. We examined yesterday a box 
of figured satin ribands, manufactured in Economy, 
Mr. Rapp’s settlement, in the western part of Penn- 
sylvania, by Miss Gertrude Rapp. They were of va- 
rious widths and colors, very handsomely figured pos- 
sessing all the beauty of an imported riband, with a 
texture of twice the ordinary strength of such fabrics. 
'T’hese ribands are at the store of Mr. Charles McKara- 
her, No. 27 North Second street, and they deserve the 
attention of those who are interested in the production 
and use of such beautiful articles. We may add that 
there will shortly be sent to this market, from Economy, 
elegant satin for dresses. [U. S. Gazette. 


BALTIMORE AND SUSQUEHANNA RAIL ROAD. ‘This 
road is entirely finished between York and Wrights- 
ville. The cars on Friday last passed over that por- 
tion of the road near Wrightsville which heretofore 
broke the connection. The completion of this impor- 
tant work will greatly facilitate the trade and travel 
between Baltimore and the great valley of the Susque- 
hanna. The celebration of the opening of the road is 
to take place on the 13th instant. 


Brock’s MONUMENT DESTROYED. It is startling to 
hear of such an instance of wanton depravity, without 
a conceivable motive, asis thus announced in the Buf- 
falo Advertiser of Saturday last. 

“Every tourist will remember Brock’s monument 
which crowns the heigth of Queenstown, and adds so 
much to the picturesque beauty of the landscape — 
Yesterday morning about 4 o'clock, the inhabitants of 
Lewiston and Queenstown were aroused by a report 
like that of the heaviest artillery. On looking outa 
column of smoke was seen slowly ascending from the 
tall monument, and as it drifted away, the obelisk like 
tower was discovered to be rent and shattered from 
“turrent to foundation stone.” What possible motive 
could have induced this worse than Vandal outrage, 
we are at a jossto imagine. No man was more uni- 
versally respected on both sides the line then gen. sir 
Isaac Brock. Brave, courteous and humane to a de- 
gree that reminded one of a preux chevalier of former 
times, he commanded the esteem of his country’s ene- 
mies even in the time of war; and had his life been 
spared and he continued in command, the escutcheon 
of England would not now be stained by the ruthless 
atrocities perpetrated hy her forces and savage allies, 
in the campaigns of 13 and’14. Nought but the most 
wanton and fiendish malignity could have prompted 
anv one thus sacrilegiously to disturb the repose of the 
gallant and honored dead.” 


Cre. Mr. Walsh says, “I do not mean to dwell 
now on the statistics of crime which I have collected. 
I will merely say that the American callendar falls 
far short of the European, both in heinousness and 
amount.” 


CocHRANE’S PATENT BomB. ‘T'wo exhibitions of 
Cochrane’s model for a patent bomb cannon, have been 
made at the United States arsenal, Washington city, 
before a host of judges and of amatures. The result 
was triumphant. The firing is said to have been so 
rapid—the shots tread so closely on each other's heels, 
that three balls were sometimes in the air at the same 
moment. A report of the last of the exhibitions states 
that the first thirty-two discharges were made within 
four minutes; seventeen discharges afterwards copseh 
in two minutes, twenty seconds, then eight were on e 
within a minute, and last of all three in the third of a 


minute, With this celerity, when shells and hollow jon good securities, and the banks discouat most of the | 





shot come to be fired, it is supposed that any ship of 
war may be sunk ere she can either fight or fly. It 
will be a volley of thunderbolis, which nothing we now 
know of can stand against. .The new canuon has a 
revolving breech with three chambers; and does not 
heat in firing. It requires neither ramrod nor wet 
swab; and can be fired by six men; while the ordina- 
ry cannon takes eleven; thus saving all the rations and 
ay of somany men. ‘The military committee of the 
ouse of representatives are about to recommend the 
building of a sixty four pounder, which will cost ten 
thousand dollars, in order to put the affair completely 
to the test. If the trial succeeds it is Sa 6 that 
Cochrane’s cannon will turn all the old fashioned ones 
out of the market. [ Patriot. 


Crops. Accounts from every direction assures us, 
that the prospect of an abundant harvest was never 
more flattering than at present. The weather has been 
favorable, 


Deatus. Monseigneur Jean Jacques Lartigue, Ro- 
man Catholic bishop of the diocese of Montreal, died 
at the hotel Dieu, in that city, on Sunday last. The 
prelate, we think, was about the age of 64. This is 
the second Roman Catholic bishop of Canada, who has 
died within a very short period. 

The Boston papers announce the death on the 30th 
April, of the rev. John Kirland, D. D. formerly, for 
many years, president of Harvard university. The 
deceased was a son of the celebrated missionary to the 
six nations—the rev. Samuel Kirkland: He was a 
very amiable man—kind hearted and benevolent—a 
aps scholar, and of much refinement of manners. 

e was the author of several papers, particularly upon 
Indian subjects, published in the Massachusetts histo- 
rical collections. He did not marry, until after he re- 
linquished his station at the head of the university, and 
he subsequently travelled extensively in Europe. For 
several years past he has been suffering from the effect 
of a paralytic stroke; but has still, until within a few 
months past been enabled to enjoy the pleasures of so- 
cial intercourse, and to mingle in social society, of 
which he was an ornament. 


Erie canaL. ‘The whole amount of tolls received at 
the collector’s office in this city the first week, (says the 
Rochester Democrat of Tuesday), ending at 6 o’clock 
yesterday morning, was $9,870 93—more than that of 
the two preceding years put together. In the first seven 
days of 1839, it was $4657 69; in 1838, it was $5,093 53; 
in 1837, it was $5,434 55. The number of barrels of 
flour cleared the first seven days, was 25,059. In ad- 
dition to which, 700 were cleared up to 2 o’clock yes- 
terday afternoon—making 25,759 barrels. There had 
then passed the weigh lock in this city, 7,796 barrels 
from places west of this—making in the whole 34,555 
barrels. 


Fisueries. The Havre de Grace Advocate says 
that the shad and herring fisheries in that vicinity are 
yielding large supplies. 

The National Intelligencer says that the herring fishe- 
ries of the Potomac have been unusually productive, the 
present season; so heavy, indeed, were the draughts 
of herrings during the late warm weather, that some 
waste of the article was unavoidable. The supply of 
shad had not been equally abundant. The fishing 
season was. considered at about drawing to a close. 


FRANKING PRIVILEGE. “Pub. doc.” We yesterday 
saw several packages of garden seeds which had been 
forwarded from the seat of government at Washing- 
ton in the United States mail under the frank of aimem- 
ber of congress,—probably one of the committee on 
agriculture, [Bedford Mercury. 


Harp times. The Savannah Telegraph states that 
the young ladies of that state who sue for breach of 
promise cases complain that they don’t get half as 
much awarded them as formerly, when the times were 
brisk and money plenty. One young lady in particu- 
lar, who follows the business of sueing young men for 
a living, says she cannot make it an object to carry it on 
any longer. 


Tue Jews. A Hamburg paper, the Dorp Zeitung, 
says: “The Jews of Constantinople have, with their 
rabbi, declared that they will not wait any longer than 
another year for their Messiah. If, within that time, he 
does not appear, they will conclude that he is already 
come, and then they will try to discover by what reli- 
gion he is already recognised. ‘The rabbi is entirely of 
this opinion and has even proposed to his congregation 
to profess Christianity forthwith.” 


Immicration. No less than 1,666 passengers arriv- 
ed at New York from Europe, in three days of last 
week. 


Money MARKETIN Putiapetraa. The North Ame- 
rican of the 22d ult. says:—"T'he improvement noticed 
in our money market for some time past, still continues 
to go on, and securities of the best character have be- 
come scarcer than money. United States bank post 
notes are taken freely at 6 per cent. ‘These are falling 
due daily, and as no renewals of them are made, are 
becoming each day scarcer in the market. Out of doors 
good paper continues to command from 7 1-2a9 per 
cent.; this being generally of the kind known as accom- 
modation paper, does not pass freely in the banks, and 
is therefore discounted at a little above bank interest. 

The Philadelphia Inquirer of the Ist inst. says:—Fair 
paper out of doors could be sold yesterday at 7 per cent 
per annum. Money may be said to be quite abundant 


——_ 


paper that is committed to them. Our stock market 
= inactive. U.S. bank sold yesterday as low 
as 78 1-3. 


Russian LIBRARY. The imperial public library con- 
tains upwards of 425,621 volumes, and 17,236 manu- 
scripts, which are under the care of 27 officials. 


Seaters. ‘T'welve sealers have returned to St. Johns, 
N. F. this season, with an average of 4,000 seals; some 
had been out only 10 days. 


SreamBoaTs AT Pirrssure. During March 175 
steamboats arrived at Pittsburg, and 102 from the Ist 
of April to the 17th. 


TrmPeRaNce. An article in the London Temper- 
ance Peany Magazine shows that the British troops in 
India, during long marches and excessively hard ser- 
vice, have been infinitely more efficient under an absti- 
nence from sprits than under its stimulous. Similar 
proofs are produced by this Magazine from every part 
of the globe. 

We continue to receive the most astonishing. ac- 
counts of the temperance movement in Ireland. The 
whole nation is aroused to the importance of the ques- 
tion. Ou St. Patrick’s day in Dublin, twenty thousand 
te-total converts formed an unbroken procession. In 
Limerick, twenty-three thousand, &c. &c. Thousands 
on thousands broken from the chains of the hydra, well 
dressed with scarfs, rosetts and splendid banners, were 
rejoicing on the day of their patron saint in the liberty 
which temperance has made them free, over a desiruc- 
tive and degrading vice. 

Whose heart does not beat with joy as he beholds 
these triumphs of mercy! Who does not say 

“Roll onward, onward, thou blest cause, 
Till all the earth is free?”’ 
m The following notice appears in the Dublin Evening 
ost:— 

“The distillers of Ireland are requested to meet in Dub- 
lin on Tuesday evening next, to take into consideration 
matters of great importance to the trade.” 

I extract from a letter just received from a distin- 
guished gentleman in London, John Dunlap, esq. au- 
thor of ithe “compulsory drinking usages of "Great 
Britain”: 

‘““VERY DEAR sin: We are very much encouraged by 
the turn which the te-total affairs have lately taken in 
Ireland. Masses of the population are there embracing 
the pledge. Such are the crowds that press for that 
purpose, especially to one particular priest, Mr. Ma- 
thew, that the results are astonishing, so much so as to 
cause a doubt whether this will stand. On consulting 
several friends, however, to this I am answered that it 
is according to Irish character to do things in this man- 
ner; and they are of opinion that the movement will 
stand good, because no one would travel one hundred 
miles on foot to become a te-totaller without being in 
earnest. 

“We think that seventy thousand in our three king- 
doms have been guided by te-totalism into the sound of 
the guspel, aud have become real Christians; and this, 
besides of course, the hundreds of thousands that have 
attained physical peace and comfort. This is indeed 
encouraging. Yours respectfully, 

Epwarp C. Detavan.” 


TRANSPORTATION. The Buffalo Commercial makes 
a calculation by which it demonstrates that goods from 
New York may be carried to the Mississippi river, a 
distance of sixteen hundred miles for $1 40 per bushel. 
The course it would take would be by canal and lake 
to Chicago, thence to the head waters of the Mississippi 
by rail road. 


VIRGINIA ELECTION. The annual election for dele- 
gates, and for eight senators to the state legislature, 
took place on ‘Thursday the 23d ult. Entire returns 
have nou yet reached us, but we have sufficient to de- 
cide the political complexion of both houses. This 
election was deemed of ihe more importance as two 
United States senators are to be elected at the next ses- 
sion—Mr. Roan’s period of service expires on the 4th 
March 1841, and the vacancy occasioned by Mr. 
Rives retiring—is yet to be filled. These considerations 
have induced both political parties to exert themselves. 
The result is in tavor of the whigs. Their majority in 
the house of delegates as far as certainly ascertained 
cannot be less than ten, as seventy-two being elected 
exclusive of Nottaway, Louisa and other contested 
counties, and of Braxton, Lewis and Lee, which has 
not been heard from. 

Of the eight senators elected on this occasion three 
are whigs and five are administration men from dis- 
tricts that were represented in the last senate by seven 
administration and one whig. ‘T'his whig gain places 
the parties upon equality in that body, which consists 
now of 16 administration and 16 whigs. 


Victoria. The queen of England was married on 
the 10th of February we believe, and early in March, 
the London newspapers announced, with great parade 
of verbiage, that her most gracious majesty, from all 
appearances, will perpetuate the Brunswick Gas. We 
have only to say, if such be the case, appearances are 
much against her majesty; but the British press is most 
horribly gossippy. [U. S. Gaz. 


Wueat. The Zanesville (Ohio) Gazette, of Wed- 
nesday last, says:—“Wheat has gone down the last 
week from 50 cents to 44, and thence to 40 cents per 
bushel, at which it now rests. Flour is retailing at 
$2 79, no wholesale price. Corn remains at 26 cents. 





Oats 12 1-2 to 16 cents. 
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